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THE SINNE 


OF BLASPHEMIE 
AGAINST THE HOLY 


G n 0s T,Scholaſtically examined; the 


reaſons of the abſolute Irremiſibility 


thereof diſplayed ; An admonition 
40 all Reulitng Avoſt ataes 


anncxcd, 


ByTIonn Merzvpyry, 
Sub-Deane of Chicheſter, 


>. 
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Mark.2. Verſ.29. 
He that Blaſphemeth againſt the Holy G hoſt, ſha/l-never has 
forginen'ſſe, but ts culpable of Eternall damnation, 
Heb. 10. Vetrſ.38. 
Now the Juſt ſhall luz by Fatth, but if any witharaw himſclſe_, 
my Sou.e ſhall hawe no pleaſure in him. 


bt 


Aug. L'b. z. de Trim. Ca". Te 
Magis amabo inſpici a rectis, quam timebo morderi a peruerſis ; Gra« 
tanter enim ſuſcipit ofculum Columbini pulcherrima & caftiflums 
charitas, dentem vero caninum cuitat cautiffina humilitas, vel re= 
eundit Solidiffima veritas ; Magiſq: optabg, a quoliber reprehendi, 
quamhiuc ab Errame, hue ab Adulante laudari, 
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TO 
THE REVEREND, 
RIGHT LEARNED, 


and 


RELIGIOVS PRELATE, 
DoQorTuronns, Deanc of 
2 Chicheſter. 


00 O® 2. 24 T was mynaturall Lone, and 
= I) {> FA afictionto mynatiue. Coun+ 
$) | (3 ' rey, (right worthy Sir )and 
s Jry\ tothe Churchof Cuntrsrin 
$5 244 theſe parts, which ſince the 
0: SY time of my ſctled reſidence 
—X =) & hereabouts,inuited me in the 
performance of the worke of 
my Miniſtery, to firike at the chiefe adyerſary, 


whorhough he bee branded cueninhisforchead, Ga1g.2.5; 
withan Anathema yet doth he ſtill ſecretly ſeduce $-Cor.16-444. 


from vs,and carry with him to perdition no ſmall 
number, and is like ( vnleſſe your vigilancypres, 


uent it) to. preuaile further, Sepit, &- ſerper bo Cic.tpil. rams 


malum lonyius. = | 
'Irwis your zealous authority which indulged 
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% The Epiſtle 
my ſafe condu@t to that ſacred place in your Ca- 
thedral! Charch, whence ſhortly after { but ar ſe- 
_ uerall times) I delivered this fubſequenr Treatiſe; ” 
Mat.13-31.32 the ſubic& whereof is that dreadtull Sinne again? 
+ _—_ ''9* theholyGh:ft,to terrific all fuch who are vpon cuc- 
Heb.6.4.5.6. Ty becke oithe Aduerſary as ready toexcurre,and 
Heb.10-26.27 runne out from vs, as hee is to inucigle them to 
Ts ioyne with him,and moſt virulently to blaſpheme 
that truth,whicheftſoone they profeſſed. >_ 
In regard of which premiſſes, of Duty partly, 
partly of Preſumption, I doe conſecrate theſe my 
Jabpurs vnto your Name, intruding (a$sitwere ) 
vpon you forProtection, to enſconce.me againſt 
i the vilification of all Hicke-ſcorners, that hauing 
— _ karned wuii34 uiamcr 3 wurdarafſume the office of 
* ©" Momus vnto them, taking it as a great grace 
' (God wot) to diſgrace thoſe, whole worth chey 
may ratherenuy then imitate: 
' Theſe are thoſe Eyes(torſooth) and Ouer-ſcers 
of other, of whom Gods Church may iuſtly com- 
laine, Contencbr att ſunt oculi met, yea happy were 
Tire. 5.114.0e, were ſhee delivered of ſuch Eyes, which as 
Mack. the Prophet ſpeakes, Nibilreſpiciunt niſi male.” - 
To whom thea in this caſe ſhould I breake:'m 
ſelfe in theſe parts ? but to your ſelfe,which I does 
Wing. Bao! Ru9pantur vt ita Coayo, Aﬀke of Religion faith ze: 
Eccluſ.37.11. ſg the ſonne of Syach) of him thatharhReligiony 
of a matter of Learning of him that hath learning 


o* as ſor any blinde- Ar/farchag of his buzzardly 


broode,who ſhall preſumptuogſly (mire the Law, 
and diffame the DoRors thereof; and flaunder 


. his 


Deaicatory. 
hrs Mothers own Sonnes,whar haue 1, or indeed! 
what hath the Spirit of God to doe with them? 

They occafion the Aduerſaries of the Truth to 
perfil in Hzrefie,yea through their Iudaical! pre- 
varication,ſome Citizens of Fairh(as they ſeemed 
lometime) with a Nolumus bunc regraere ſaper mos, i, ry 
calt off the yoake alſo. 

If any friend them,[I recken them as did Clemwt 
inthenumber of thoſe, Qui exterminare volunt Ec Dif.93, cis. 1 
cleſiam D:3," 1 tor my part, I confidently profeſſe, **" 

I paſſe noc for them; yea I proclaime my {elfe a 
mortall enemy for Gods cauſe, vnto ſuch men ; 
Semper me tales inſequanter hoſtes. K 


- For, Di 18% 5, ad 

Vato thee theretore(the Reſplendent Starre of G; ;-.1. :1461. 
this Climate) doe I flic for Patronage,as to aman Epc 

. . . - «0 } Proltokre!) H. 

for thine incomparable kill in the Oricntall ſa- Gelren Peet DY. 


cred tongues on this fide; and beyond the Seas, 70" 4x (by. 
by men vninatchable therein moſt worthily fa- #74 217 
mouſed;as toa man, both in*#Dinine and Humane ;.s.-, | 
lizerature more profound ( which ſhall lay ) or &- C1970 Au: 
loquent. As toa man for thy piety to God, thy 1,-M * 
Charity to-men,and aboucali,thy moſt prouident r-o77;2, 
feruenrz*ale,in preſeruing the Poſſeſſions,Immu- BegrAryor 
nities,8& Priutiedges of taat lictle *Segor(that Sea —_—_ vi 
Church Lmeane) which thou doſtnow illuſtrate ;.,.. x 
condignly renowned ;In a word, to one for that His 74/ur or 
b Chriſts triple Paſch well known toa! | FIT 12t8 Viy/- = - gp 
fi (Wwill viurpe that of Sexcca)*nre Denis oft [ate i, 
Nimiſg, Phr ig bus. To conclude, I fubictt this *&4 15.:0-:2 
Tractateto the Cenſure of the Church, and your *' OE Or 
worthy {clfe; which I doe not publiſh (I proteſt) £522. urensl, 
x | A 3 for 
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eDeaicatory. 


for any oftentation, much leſle for any purpoſeto 
"detratt from the labours of other more learned 
Diuines, (whom I cannot ncuertheleſſe acquir 
from deficience, and error inthis argument) nor 
doe I obtrude it on the world as anew Articleof 
Faith,to oblige Conſciences;for by experience in 
my ſelfe,and obſeruation in other, I finde it to bg 
moſt truce, which that great light of Phyſicians 


- ſpake of Archigenes his error, as elegantly as mo+ 


d icammt.XeT4 deſtly, ſaying : yoearry oy op dr3ygarw 0/72 mh Situzgrd. 
yer fs 35035 &ece. It is altard marter for lim that is 
but a man, not co crre in many thinges, as beiag 
only ſciolous in ſome, miſpriftoning other,8& wri- 
tingalſo,and publiſhing ſome thiags incurioully, 
But from the firſt birth of it 1 intended the pub= 
licke benefit ofthe Church of Chriſt,thar is; That 
Apoſtataes might bee recalled, rerfified, or con- 
founded,wauering or doubttull Chriſtians mighe 
be confirmed or recſtabliſhed,our Lord and Sa- 
viour Iesvs Cunisr might by his Goſpell bee 
glorified, now and cucrmore. So be it, 
So farethee well, thou rich Ornament of Chi 


To7+55,2®, 


thefer poore Church, 


To your Rewerenee, 
the moſt Dewoted: 


Joun Mznivrrin. 
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Tothe IndifterentReader. 


1 Ood Reader armee are obliged by Chris 
LB, ſtian modeſty to Beleeuc the principles of 
| Faith , before wee preſume to loo 
them by reaſon, So thold it Negligence, 
; DM if after our confirmati?j in tho Failh, 
we ſtudy not t» underſtand the reaſon of that we beleene. 
Tuwhbichconſider ation, 1(though the weake(t amony thou- 
ſands) amexcited, to wade into theſe depthes, where (as  ,, 
* Gregory /ah) Agnus pedicer, & Elephas natet, : z.x5oſrione 
the ſimple may finde what to learne, awd the learned #11 Job. 
what to admireas In compreLenſibie. 
wherein, if ( ly Gods aſiiſtarce ) I doe happily finde 
ought, whereof Lefore Iwas ignorant, I doe willingly . 
impart the ſame unto others; Apertzx Muſato Ianuz. 
The onſlable aiſſplutensſe of ſundry deboſhed Var. 
lets,im this decrepit Ae of the world where wee line, 
who halting betweene two of inions, ſpare not to belch 1 
forth blaſphenes againſt the Trathy evf- they are af- 
ſured, hath mocucd mce to ſearch mio that fearefull 
Sinneof Apoſtacy, that thoſe nho repute it 4 (mall 
mailer, to depart fromthe Truth of the Goſpell yo the 
Tents of Antechriſt, way confider the danger, andre- 
tire, before they fall mto that Sinnc ayaint the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is Irrecouerable, 


Againe 


TotheReader. 
Gon 4 AV cov tender Conſt iences of other who capti- 
watea with «concert of this Sinne haxe beene ſiraltowed 
vp in Deſpaire. How neceſſary the Subielt i, Ireferre 
ro thy Iudgement ; In the meant tims? 1 feare, that leaſt 
<« Painters, who limbe a {aire creature in voly forme, 
deſerge tuft rebuke : So 1 ſhould drawe onmy ſelf de. 
ſerned reproach, Ly cloaching ſo northy a mater, in a 
rad: end unpclifbed file: 

Tet this may nt 1 #h-bold mee; for I beade no man 
From more curious per formenceher:2f hom my harſh 
phraſe offendeth : Be this 1 traue ; If any ſuppoſe that 1 
haue ſt abroa:h herein, any thing different from the 
Truthy/ct him nt preſently condemme me as a preſum)- 
twews publiſher of Noweltres, or 4 br oather of faljbood, 
vet he bath firft-conſulted with the Amthors herein 
«lleaged. 

Hon ſoever, if Thaue not attained my purpoſe herein, 
yet I rretoyce in ſeeking lab"riow/ly. though the length and 
aif firulty of the way cauſe me 10 faile—: 

This 1 ams ſure, 1 may tracly ſay; 1 haut done myvt- 
moſt : Thaue ſcught, if not f ound ; Thaue called, if nos 
receaued an anſwer. | 

Take it ( gentle Reader ) as it is, if it anſmer my de- 


fire, it cannot diſpleaſe thee; Homener, 1 publiſh it, ts 


Gods glory, and thygo od, 


Thinein Cunrsr Insvs, 


Fobn «eredyth. 
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The Sinne_ 
OF BLASPHEMIE 
againſtthe Holy Ghoſt, Schola- 


ically examined; the reaſons of the 
abſolme Irremi ſibility thereot dif. 
played; An admonition to 
all Renolting Apoſtataes 


annexed, 


Hys, Car. Ven. 26. 
For if wee Sinne_ wilfully, after wee haue yecetued the 
knowledge of the Truth, there remaineth #2 more 
Sacrifice for Sinne_. 


y His Scripture, is one of thoſe pla- * 7 pipha. Lp.z. 
ces, whence certaine ofthe * Annre- contber ton. t: 
ext, tooke occaſion to improue the PerCh. 59, 
Dy authority ofthis Epiſtle. 
Hence was it, that Newatus the 
a Caharsft, labourcd to maintaine 
I } that mercilefſe poſition, * That * Cyprimm. pil, 
g wholocucr had once after Bapriſme 99.3-Epiſi-t3. 
fallen into perſecution, though af- 
terward he preſcnted himſclfe before. the throne of Gods 
grace, with fountaines of tcares, yet had hce the Gates of 
his mercy ſhut yp againſt him for euer. 

Hence is that, which M-.* Cal«;nobſcrued ;that Quidam * 7ſtitur.l;h. 
boni w1ri, banc ſuppoſititiam Epiſtolam crediderant ; That Cap.3.21, 
certaine worthy men, ( ſpeaking of ſome of his ownetime) 
being offended at the roughnes & auſterity of this Doctrine, 

B admirted 


S * The Sinne of Blaſphemie_ 

admitted not this Epiſtle as Authenticall, when 25 notyyith. 

ſanding, the profound Myſteries, and impregnable argue 
* Theo>hila@.ments therein contained, doe maintain," Nullmns altering eſſe 
7 expyſ«v01[-3 poſſe neſt Pauls; that it can be fathered yponnone other bur 
C)-1.ad Her. G:. Þ alin whom { hrtft himſclfe ſpake, 

Wherefore thart all occaſion of doubt and obſcurity may 
be remoucd, which _y crept vp by Abule; paitly for 
yvant and negleR of that due relpeet, which ought to haue 
becne had, vnto that dependency, which theſe wordes haue 
on the precedent, (without which) they cannot be read yn- 
to any trueſence in themfelues ; I will dif; play the ſcope and 
drift of the Author in this Epiltle, 

Whoſe generall intention is, to ſet forth and declare vnto 
vs, the Dignity and Excellency of our Sauiour Chrift;, the 
Sufficiency of the Goſpell,and the Inſufficiency of the Law, 

And to this eng, he diuideth his Epitile into foure parts ; 
In the fir{t, hee ſhewerh the Excellency of our Sauiour, by 
comparing him, (but zar +Z»n») by way of preheminence 
and ſuperiority ; Firſt with the Prophets ; Secondly with 
the Angels; Thirdly with Aſ»/-s ; Fourthly (by way of 
Allufion) vnto the Leuiticall Priclthood:and this,inthe firR 
ſcauen Chapters of this Epiltle- 

Secondly, by way of recaptulation, of certainz pointes 
premiſed inthe former Chapters ; he doth more at large ex- 
preſſe the Inſufficiency of the Lawe,and that by comparing 
it; Firſt, with the New Te/tament ; Secondly ,by the figure 
of the Tabernacle; Thirdly, by the conditions ofthe Legall 
Sacrifice; and this from the beginning of the Eight Chapter, 
ynto the nineteenth Verſe ofthe tenth Chapter. 

s Thirdly,out of the former Doctrine, he draweth certaime 
morall precepts, which extend, vnto the 18. Verle of the 
laſt Chapter, . 

Wherein,firſt he exhorteth themro imbrace the Goſpell; 
and to-make his Doctrine more effe&uall, and perſualitte, 
hee declarcth the vrility redounding to thoſe who perhift 
therein mthe 2.3,Verle of this Chapter, 

| Secondly, 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 3; 

Secondly, hee propoundeth the dangerous and dreadfull 
fall of thote , who atter they haue once belecucd it, and 
knowne it to be the Truth, become notwithltanding of their 
oyne accord, back{liding Apoſtates, and malicions Adnere 
ſaries thereunto, and this inmy Text, Whercin, I note the 
aggrauation of this Swre of Apoſtacy-by three Circum- 
{tances, : 

Firſt, becauſe it proceedeth from a firme reſolution, and 
malitious will,and purpole, to Sinne in this kinde ; In this 
word Wi'fully, 

Secondly, becauſe it is againſt the Exangelicall Truth, 
before belecued and knowne, In theſe wordes ; eAfter wee 
bane receimed the knowledge of the Truth, S: 

Thirdly, becauſe of the [nexpiability of it ; Inthe laſt 
wordes; T here remaineth no more Sacrifice for Smne, 


There is no one place, in the whole body of the Holy 


Scripture, which doth fo cuidently explaine that dreadfull Math. 3, 


I meane againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) with the circumſtances, Luk.32. 


Sinne, Be of by our Sautourin the Goſpell, (that Sinwe Mark.3. 


and fequell thereof, as this briefe Text, if it were throughly 
examined,and exactly diſcuſſed. 

I am (I confelle) in euery reſpect, vrworthy to vnder= 
take a matter fo holy ,ſo indifficulr, ſo Diuine,fo farre aboue 
the reach of my capacity,who am cuery way vnmeete to be 
named with thoſe, who haue labourcd before mee, to vn» 
maske the face of this obſcurity. 

ButI doe humbly beſcech the true Lord and Miſter of 
vs all, that hee would vouchſafe to inftru& mee hereia, ci- 
ther by the Sacred Scriptures,or by the writings of the holy 
Leamed,and by the Affiſtance of his holy Spirit; thatI may 
{o propound ſo affirme ; that m my aflertions, I may alway 
cleaue ynto the Truth ; So that what proccedeth from mee, 
may principally be acceptable in his :;ght, and conſequently 
accepted by the faithfull, 

To enter therefore intothe handling of this obſcure que- 
ſion; I obſerue theſe pointes : 

B 2 Firſt, 


"4 


fob.s; 


loh.3 Go 


* Avgehteibid, 
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The Sinne of Bliſpemre_ 
Firſt, the diſtint Species or k:nde of Sinme, heere mentia< 
ned , Inthe firſt word ; Swe. 

Secondly,the Srb:cft of this Simne + the Will, wilfully. 

Thirdly,the Ob: &, agent vhichit is committed ; the 
TTHth. 

Fourthly, the C:rcurmfrances wherewithy it muſt bee in- 
ucſted, Beleened 2nd lnowen ; in theſe wordes , After wee 
haue receintd the hnow!cge of the Truth, 

Laſtly, the Sequellor Effet? of it, Deftitmtion of remedy 
In thele vwrordes , There remaineth ne more Sacrifice fov 


 Smiun 


Te diſtim(t Spectes or kinde of this Sine ; 
If wee Sinne. 


x > HE terme Sinve, is v{cd inthe Seripturer,and by Djs 
wines, intwo Senſcs, 

Sometime Generally; and ſo it expreſſeth A4//, or awy 
Sixne, of what kinde ſocucr, wherewith God is cffended 
as by our Sauiour it is vſed, #hoſoener commuterh Sins et 
the Sernant of Sinne, 

Somtime particu/arly,and for Diſtinfiion ; and fo it de= 
ſigneth Some one Sinne, In which ſence alſo it is yſed by 
Cnr1sTto ſpecific tothe Phareſes, their wilfull Incredu- 
lity ; 1f 1 hed not come and ſpoen 1to them, they ſhould uot 
hine bad Sinne ; by which ſaying, he would haue vs ynder- 
ſtand, faith the Father ; * Non emne peceatum, not cuery 
Sinne, vnder a generall terme; but Aagnum quoddamy pece 
catum, one ccnaine great Sinne; which was, Yuia non cye- 
d:derunt in evm ; the non credulity,Seing Cu ns T came 
to this end, that they ſhould belceuein him. 

And in this ſence the word Szzne is heere vicd ; viz. to 
denote a particulay Sinne, namely ;,oM rotall Deſertion of 
the Faith of Chili before recerned, 

The occaliony/as the Inſtability of the Hebrewes, who 
{lid 


Arainft the Holy Ghoſt. 5 
Nlid backefrom the Goſpell, which before they profeſſed; 
And intheſe wordes , the danger of ſuch Apoſtacy is expre- 
ficd by the Apoſile, firſt laying before themthe quality of 
Apoſtacy,jin the word, Sowze. 

AsCn R1s Tcametocall theworld to follow him,pro- 
claiming Ife Eternall to all who bEleeued in him ; So hee 
meant, that thoſe who refuſed him, or hluing recciued him, 
but :ftcr departed from him, ſhould haue no part un his 
promile, 

For when hee ſent abroad his Diſciples, with prediction 
of the Crrle for his ſake, hee (aid, that thoſe onely ; 1/ho Math,te, 
Continued fai. bfull v1to the end, m bearing Witnes wnto hr; 
Name, ſhoul4 bee ſaued; ard contrarily bee by ſo much 
mere remote from Soluation , by how many moe degrees, 
they ſeperated themſclues from Cn x 1s T. 

% Burt as three thinges neceſ{arily concurre tomake a Chii- 
ian; 

Firſt, Fairb, whereby wee belceue in him, and aſſene to 
his Goſpell. 

Secondly, (onfefſion of his Name, and profeſſion of his 

olpecll. 

Thirdly, Defence ofhis Name and Goſpell, and that vnto 
Death,ifneede fo require. 

So there are three Degrees, by which a man falleth ava 
whcly fromCnxr1sT, and vneecoucrably depriucth hims 
ſelfe of Saluation : 

Firſt, by de:ying Chriſt or is Gofpell, agamſ? bis Beleofe 
and knowledge, 

Secondly, by a» v»inerſall Apoſtacy from Chrif, 

Thirdly, by Rebellion, and hate againſt Chriſt , accom- 

avied with all marner Improning h:m, and buys Goſpell. 

Firſt, when Gods Truth ſhall manifcftly appeare vnto 
thee, ſo that thou art convicted in thy heart and Conſcience, 
that the matter ftandeth fo, and carmot bee otherwiſe ; yet- 
notwithſtanding, thou darcft Impioufly deny this Truth, 
affirming it notto bee of God, but of the Dcaill, like the 

B 3 wicked 
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The Sinne of Blaſphemte_ 
wicked Phariſer, who againſt their Conſcience, afcribed the 
manifeſt worke of G O D, to Belzebnub; when as notwith- 
ttzanding, they dayly perceiued ſuch thinges to haue beene 
done by him, which no man could ctte&t, except God had 
beene with him. 

* Pacian. Fyi?. This is, Non videre, qued videas faith a* Father ; to ſhut 

3. 44 S777. thine eyes, lcaſt thou ſhouldelt ſee. 

——_ The Apoltle faith , tnat 1h arſa:mer us not of Faith, i; 
Sinne, and that Prmatinely; and therefore the P4741: ,not- 
withſtanding their Ignorance, periſh ; But whatlocucr is 
done againlt Faith,and a goo.4 Conſcience, Peſiinely, is the 
fury of Sinne, which is Irrcmediable; and whotocucr being 
fallen, isnot raiſed againe by the Suggettion hereof, there 15 
no hope of him ; Seing his Contcience, which 13 [nft.ir mulle 
reſiawmr, as firong as a thouſand witnefles , is ſcared and 

; Tim. 4. {cncelefle : for ſuch are dead while they line; who ſeeing are 
blinde, and doc nor ſee; hearins ave deafe, and heare not the 
Spirit; and ſuch renouncing CH R1sT, who is the Life, 

ſhut vp the way, by which they ſhould returne ynto him 
againe, 


Secendly a total Apoſtacy from Chriſt, 


* Au 1. ib de S Simne doth formally conſiſt , IN * aHerfrone ab [Tm 
lb. aro. commutab1!i bong, in turning from the vnchangeable 
Good ; fo there is One Simne which leperateth a man wholy 
from God. 

But as Mart1s Toyned ynto God, principally by Faith, 
ſo Infidelity taken contrary, for a contempt of the Faith, and 
C:miaq |?. 1. Impugningthe ſame ; or rather that, which Bononenturs 
C4p-26. calleth Apoſtaciam per fidia,a wilfull turning from the Faith 
Comb, in coup. Once recciued ; ſo that the party doth Male de Des ſentire, 
pen. 75:0:0g, thinke euill of God, Blaſpemare ſpeake reproachfully of 
lib.3.Cap.s, him, & Sacraments indigne traft are, {cornfully abuſe his 

Sacraments, this I ſay, ſeperateth a man fartheſt from God; 
$0 


Aqui. 1*, 2. 
queſt. 12.0771, 


Againſt the Holy Ghoſt, © 7 
So that it conſiſteth not, in any A of Infirmity, or breach 
of the ſecond Table, 
But in an vvinerſul D:feflion, and revolting of the Re- 
probate from the meanes of his Saluation; Owod ex de pera- * 71" it. vb. x, 
1s furore profetum ({aith' M*.Calin)the which proceeding ©</;-23- 
from a deſperat fury, betokeneth the party to dec poſſciſcd 
. by the Deuill, 
Thirdly, which is the greateſt Impiety of all; when thc 
Soule 15 grozven to that Impudence, that it laboureth b 
all mcancs poflitle to ſubuert Cu rrs rr and his Goſpcll; 
fothat now ' Em pentter adheſiſſ* (rift; hee grieucth *B21"d. Ser. 
that euer he followed Chriſt ; and for all his tyweer Mercies, © 7-997 
in ſteed of thankes, nee repayeth him with contumely and 
perlecution, 
Furl?,to this pnrpoſle, (as one * noteth) he doth Abzcere, *Xich. de SA 


; yo 
caſt kim cf ; with No!/umns khunc y: gnare, refuſing to bc any ay o4.Sry 


- 


" 7 qe IF 


longer called a Chriſtian. - cj ve pg 
Secondly, Ob4cere, maincly oppoſe himſclfe againſt his 
honour. 


Thirdly, Det;cere, labour to ſuppreſſe his Dominion. 

Fouthly, S»>cere, tyranize ouer him, and trample him 
ynder fecte. 

O how fearefull a caſe is it,to impupne Chriſt, whois the 
Truth ! Such a one rideth with the Deuill, who is the Fa- 
ther of Lyes; and therefore it may well bee 3 Sione of one Joh, 8, 
that poſteth to Hell; thoſe are they, who Sine 2gainit the 
Holy Ghoſt which neuer {halt bee forgiuen. 

The which Sinne 1s extended by the Schoole-men ynto 
three Degrecs :* Sometime it 1s { onceiued m the Heart, and Heb.Cap. te 
there relteth; as in thoſe , 1s actommt the Blood ofthe Te- Ve 29, 
ftament as an wnboly thing, | 

Sometime it igattended with a Deteftation of the affelt;» 
on,and breiketh into Wordes ; and then with Blaſphemons V 
monther they reue the Spirit of Grace, 

And at length as open Enemies to Chrift and his Truth ; 
Uicy mani/eft it us Altion, Treadmg the Sonne of Grd v1der Ibid, 

their 
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erſe eodem, 


8 The Sinne of Blaſphemie_ 
their feete ; ſaith the Apolile. 

And although the Sinne againf? the Holy Ghoſt, bee the 
$£1otrn, is C0. peaking of a word againſt him z yet it cauſeth no doubt in 
ad 14.1. 4742. this point : For a man may ſpeake diuerſly ; (* faith one,) 
«7.13.41. Oprarme, inheart ; Enuuciarize, vocally ; [mperatiae, wil 

fully ; compelling other to the like. 
This K-.lok in /:elrax the Apoft ata : 
* Socrat.! by.z, Hee * ſecretly deteſted Cnr 15 x, and imitated the Re- 
Þ$cclhnjt.ca\.l. ligion of Libanins the $ ophift and Maximas the Phbileſ, % bers 
his Maſters,at Nicomedia. 
Secondly,hce viſually termed Chriſt (in contempt) ( :li- 
lean ; bellowing forth, ( eucn at his Death allo ) this Blaſ- 
* Theodo, 1.3, PREMY 3 * Vicifts Galdee, thou haſt vanquiſhed mee Gali- 
Eccl.hiſt.cap.2 yg 17 aNe 
| And laftly being enraged by the Chriſt14ns of Antiochia, 
*Ruſfur. !157.1. 2r the * ferching home from Daphne, the Corpes of Babilas 
_—_ "1%. 63- the Martyr ; ( whoſe propinquity ſilenced their Oracle) for 
_ that they ſang with Ioy and exultation ; £'t 4/l bee confonn- 
ded that worſhip carned Images, Herelolucd to imitate the 
crucky of Doclerran againſt the Chriſtians, commaundin 
£ 1/uſt mes his Preſident, in the meane time to torture thote 
'_ whodidiing atthat time ; And among other they afflicted 
* Sorrat.ubiſue * Theodor: a young man, with paines molt crucll and of 
2 ths dies ad long continuance. | 


” This is the condition of the perfidious eAv»feata ; for as 
v/nen the life of the Body is taken away, all the Members 
are depriucd of their due diſpoſition ; So whenthe life of the 

RY Soule (which is Faith, as the Apoſtle ſaith) is extinguiſhed, 


there appeareth a diſorder inall che powers, and faculties of 

the ſame, and rhe Mcmbers of the Body ; In the Heart 

which conceiueth hate againſt God ; In the month Which 

blaſphemethhim; Inthe Morinve Inſtruments which perſe- 

Prouctb.s, cute him; So that the wordes of Salomon arc verified of 
hun : 

Vir neqnam or Apeſtata ( as the vulgartranſlation ſoun- 

&cth it) ambular perurr ſo ore 5c, Ns 
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Aran! the Holy Ghoſf. 9 

The wicked Apoftate, wall:eth with a fromard manth : He 
maketh « figne with his eyes, bee fignifieth with bis fingers, 
lewde thinges are in his heart , hee magmeth Emill at all 
times, and raiſeth up Contemtions ; and his Iudgement 1; 
annexed ; Trerefore ſhall ii deſtruction come ſodatily with 
ON! YECOMerF. 

To deny him, were wich the Greebes, to reputc him foo« 
liſhnes, and argueth dannable pride ; To renounce him; 
whoſe feruice would yecld thee a Kingdome #ternall, were 
worfirous Ingratitude; But if farther, thou doelt calumni- 
ate and reuile him Opprobriouſly and falſely, cither by vr= 
wit Detraction, or 1imputation, or labour to ruinate his 
| Kingdome by perſecution, thou art a S/aſphemer, ard Sine 


weſt ag 21nſt the Holy Cheſt, s 
The Subject of this S/ ve Will, 
? Stubiect Of this Stinme, TLeWit, 
3 ; WW 
if Vo 
AN being created by GOD), * Ft ageret oped, 
ſna a Deo, ſecundum Devo & tropter Din : to |, wn ; 


termed by the School-men, 4tunm humanerim principts, _— 
Thefrit, is Voluntas; the will, by Alberins termed [me 5, Da aa 
pera:rix patentia, the commaunding power ; The Second, 5740/7, 1+. 2, 
Int leftus; the vnaeritanting ; zermed Conſruirrex potentia, 0.49. 
the aduitmg or directing power ; The Third, Ape tis ſeu- 
frrinws the Appetite Senſitive , rermed Aﬀec rus porentia 
the deiiring power. 
The Will, WwWAs ginen 42S 2 powerfu!l Potecntate, to con- 
forme the whole Man to the will of his Maker ; Bur fora(- 
much,as this could not bee effected, vnlefle rae will of God 
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1 ' TheSinmof Bliſthemic_ 
the firſt Truth; and the Vert ue appetitiue, which could not 
bee ſatisfied, but with the perfe& loue of the chiefe Good, 
But through Adams Sinne,the powers of the Soule, were 
ſo peruerted and crazed ; Euen as an Inſtrument of Muſick, 
which when it is crackt and out of Tune, in (teed of fiyecte 
Melody,annoycth the Eare with harſh ſound, 

Hence conuncth it to paſle, that the Will, before ſo po- 
tent inher command, and abſolute inDominion ouer Spirie 
tuall and Carnall concupiſcence, findeth inher kingdome, (o 
many Contradi&tions,Rebellions,Conflictations, Contrarie- 
ties,and Oppoſitions. Bricfely ,herſelfe to bee infected with 
Malice,prone vnto euill,ouer-ruled by Senſualuy,and ther- 
by drawne vnto Carnall deſires. 

The YVwderſtanding, which was fo prudent an informing 
Counſailour ynto the will, is ſo blinded with /pnorance, 
that it cannot diſcerne the Truth, bur as quickly decciucd, 
and prone vnto Error. 

And the Appetite Sen fitiue, before, a prouident and faith- 
full SubieR, is now infeted with Infirmity and concupi- 
ſcence, rebellious againſt reaſon, and inclining ynto all man- 
ncr of cuill, kindling in vs,an vnceſſant defire to Sinne, 

All, whatfoeuer Sinnes, proceed from a corruption in one 
'of theſe principall faculties; | 

Sometime,by default of the Vertwe Appetitive; when we 
fall into Sinnes through /»firmity, and notwithſtanding all 
our reliſtance, wee cannot fully auoyde them ; but with 
Humiliation wee acknowledge them, and accuſe our {clues 
for the Commiſſion. 

Sometime by default of v#derflarding ; when we incurre 
ſnnes through error, and commit euill, becauſe we thinke ir 
to be good; being decciued by the vayle of a falſe opinion, 
which cauſcth in vs deniall of thoſe ſinnes, 

Sometime by default of the wil/ ; when we commit ſinnes 
of meere iniquity ; knowing them, being able to reſiſt them, 
and yet of parpoſe committing them ; with contumacie in 
the commiſſion , contempt of God inthe tranſpreſſion , and 
mpudencs 


oy 
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s9pndence in the fatti; ation of them; Such are ſaid to be 
Snnes of malice : 

In which ſence, the word wilf»ly, is vſed in my Text; and 
ſo much the Greeke Aduerbe ſoundeth, ex«9ivs voluntarily, 
wittingly, and of ſer purpoſe, without any compulſion ; 

 Andinthis ſence, Aqumeexpoundeth the Latine word 

voluntary. inmy Text , for the deliberate malice of the wil/, 
diſtinguiſhing it from vo/ens , which ſignifieth a ſeduRtion 
through paſſhon, without obſtinacie, 

For a man may ſinne in blaſphemy againlt God, by feare, 
compal/i:n, and cor ſtraint , drawne vnto it by the infirmity 
of the fleſh, which declineth the horrour of torments ; as did 
S',* Peter, and Marcellinus Biſhop of Rome, and many other * Tom.1 .conci's 
inthe Primitive Church , whonotwithſtanding Cid after re. ©97-$740//4. 
pent, and became glorious Martyrs, of whom laith thatglo- 
rious Martyr, & * Biſhop of Carthage, Non animns, ſedcor- » 641;19 coy. 
pus in coloe defecit ; the flclh fainted , but their heart did de Laz/s. 
not vttcrly faile ynder thoſe tortures. 

Or thus may a man {inne of g»#ravce, as" many of the 
Tewes did , when they paſſed by Chriſt, and nodded their Math. 27. 
heads at him in derifion, as he did hang on the Crofle; and as 
S*, Paul did, who perſccuted Chriſt, ignorantly and through ! Tims, 
wnbeliefe. . 

Or thus may a man finne of malice and wilfully , of merre 
hate againſt Chriſt, with a full purpoſe to ſinne in this kinde, 
without any outward c: uſe mouing thercunto, but ex indw- 
ftria, as the Schoolemenſpeake, with carneſt defire to per- 
forme it, and without all coaction; for ſecing, that whatſo- 
euer is voluntary is caulcd , cither * per violentizm, Or ign9- * Bonauent. 
rantiam, by violence, or ignorance : The firſt for want of jart.3.Brcwl. 
power, the {econd by defe&t of knowledge; when the will is £911 
ſo corrupt, that thoug!1 it could refiſt,and likewiſe did know 
the ſinne, being not drawne ynto it, by any paſſio» or infir- 
mity in the appetite ſen/#, ine. or e707 in reaſon, or the vndey- 
ſtanding; but pertorme it Ekeite a ſe, immediatly from it 
{clte; 1brineft plen'ſſima ratio peccati ſaith * one,It is the ex- 
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lremity of finne 3 this is , peceere ex certa walitia ſay the 
Schoole-men, To finne of ſer malice. . 

To the farther underſtanding whereof ; know, that malice 
in the will, hath it's degrees. 

Ponawent ſuner  TH< firfit kinde is Gooplo malies , ataynt of originall cor- 

2.5:nt.diſt, 43. Fuprion, from which no man is wholy quit. 

Sometime is toyned hereunto , 2 aZuall perner ſry of the 
w///; and this is termed cerra melitia, tet malice, 

* 444i. ſecurf A. man may ſine of ſet malice "NY 

da, (ccunde q. j Firft, by the inclination of a vitions babre; and this is a 

Res ' general condition of line. 

' Secondly , whena man rutmeth on to finne , ſab rations 
peccatilaith* Agquine; becauſe it is finne; and that, qvie of+ 
fan finums Dei faith another ; becaulcit offendeth God : And 

; this is the higheſt height of eniquity; whichif ir be ioyned to 

* Aug. prafas. ' Apoitacie oy Chriſt ; the ſinner doth * ſerens peccaturg in 

mn Epſc.at  Spiritwm Sanuttum committert; wittingly commit thatſinne 


® 7ac. Almayn. 
moral (aþ.27. 


vg ag2inſt the Holy Gheft; and ſuch doe , [erarj cnn malefece- 

ret, reioyce and take pleaſure in doing it : fo that ware is 
* Bot aunt, 4; 0 thefpirit offuch , * ſecundum ſe, ſubieftinely, which our 
ſ-pra. Sauiour termeth Ts Trwpurtres faarpnules, the blaſphemie of 
Math.1z, the Spirit;which words an ancient Diuine ex meg faith, 


Riche S&ntty* tis, AﬀeRns of deſiderinm vituperationis divine; a (trong, 
vict.trafi.de Qcfire to diffame God; And * another expoundeth it more 
S71i,biaſp, familiarly , Bleſphemta ſpirins, in ſpiraum ; Attiuely nd 
ns p4{ſixe!y ; the blaſphemy of the ſpirit of ma, 2gain(t the Spj= 
rit of God; and * (atetane accordeth; Maligna machinatio 
aduerſus Derm ; a malicious intention againlt God, 

So that the z-a/ice of che will is the formall, diftinguiſhing 
it from all other finnes. h 

Adreadfull caſe, when a man is growne to that height of 
malice, that he ſhould take pleaſure in diſgracing God ; and 
this is true blaſphemy. 

I beleeue the iudgement of Richarder; Lwid eff blaſphe- 
mia? niſi vituperatiodsnina; Blaſphemy is nought elſe, but, 
adifpraiſing of God ; the word ſoundeth the ſame, 

+ Ic 
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It may ſceme ſtrange, and happily incredible to ſome, that 
any ſhould be fo peruerſe; bur let thote who are fo concei- 
ted, heare what Chriſt ſpeaketh of ſuch perſons ; New bane Toh.1 5. 
they bated me, and my father. 4 

Hence it came to paſſe , that the b/aſphemons Phari/ies, 
who were ſuch perſons, would haue fal(ly faſtned on Chriſt 
this diſhonour , that hee had -Trivuz &x43e;ron, an yncleane 1g. 2 


ſpirit. 
aaneinne, be it neuer ſo haynous, 

is that awe againſt the Holy Ghoſt, vnlcalt it _—— from | 
the malice of the will, as aforeſaid. | 

And againe, I ſuppoſe , that in whomſoeuer this walice 
ofthe wi// doth remaine ; in him alſo,is that ewiÞ and vxfaith- Heb. 3 
full heart, to depart away from the lining God, 

Andrthcrfore though one ſhould baprize an Image, adore 
the deuill , ſcorne the bleſſed Sacrament , rurne Turke, or | 
commit other molt horrible ſinnes, either for gaine , or be- / 
cauſe he would know. ſome ſecret from the diuel,or through 
madnes or-feare ; ſo that it be not done of wilful/ malice 
agamft God, it maketh not guilty of this {inne,though other- 
wiſe, it make him an haynous ſinner. 

So that wee may vlurpe the words of * Auguffine for 2 
concluſion of this point ; That now the will, is principall (if 
not totall) Actor heercin; Y/q; 4deo peccatums ef, wt ſimon « 1341 101147, % 
eſſet voluntarinm , non eſſet peccarum; It is fo farre forth cap.ry. | 
a finne againſt the Holy Ghof# , that were itnot malicionſly 
wilfwll, it were nota ſinne of this kinde ; for this malice di- 
realy impugneth the molt appropiiate effect of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which is the loue of God, which 5: ſhed abroad in our "Oy" 
hearts by the Holy G boſt ; without which loue , no wan cav . —_ | 
ſay that Ieſus is the Lord; Nemo fic dicit , niſi qui diligit, Traci, 74, (uper 
faith Avgvfine, _ "a 
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The Obiedt of thit Sinne ; the Enangellcal Truth. 


HE holy Scriptur& doc often ynder the name of trarh, 

expreſſe ynto vs Chrift; for he is * veritas prima, ſay 
the Schoolemen the firft Truth, and the obieF of our faith ; 
in as much, as he is the word of bis Father as hehath teſtified 
of himſelfe,and his Teſtimony is true; I ans the Tru: h; and 
thus is he that Tret' that maket vs all true, for he teacheth 
ys all Truth. 

He is the moſt fina!land formal! obielF of our knowlelge 
leading vs vnto knowledge, neither can any Truth be poſſt- 
bly knowne, bur by the in{plendencie of thiserernall Trach; 
whom the Spitit teſtifieth co be the Truth; The Trwth, for 
that we haue all the promiſes of truth performed , and cxlii» 
bited n him. 

In his bedy a ( ommunion, in his Bloo{theexpiation of all 
our fins, in his Soule, the price of our Redemption,in his Spi- 
rit, vinification , and 4 perfeR reflauration of our ſpiritua? 
life, which was once loſt in hit Deity and Gedbead, the full 


| 
perf:ttion and complement of all grace; But for as much as þ 
this Truth is made manifeſt vnto vs, inthe old and new Te- . 
itaments, Therefore the Scriptures aretermed ther Trath, , 
becauſe Chnit is reuealed vnto vs in them; and ſoour Saui- ' 
our ftileth them in his prayer to his Father ; Serws9 twns ye= - 
ritas eft,thy word is thy Truth; And S$*.Pas/diſtinAly ter- C 
" meth them that Truth that is x27" ivosCiizy according ts 
Gedljneſſe,confilting in vnderſtanding the Law,and the Pro- k 
phets, and beleeuing the Goſpell; for they expreſle vnto ys ; 
that Truth whereby we mult be ſaued. 
For what are the Scriptures ? But Chriſt yayled ; and 
what is Chriſt ? but the _— of the Scriptures: f 
The word of Truth is the word of Chriſt, & Chrilt is the * 
Truth of this word. - 
The Law led vs vnto himthe Patriarchs foreſaw him, the = 


Prophets foretold him, the Euangeliſts writ the whole Hi- | 


ak p- 3 þ gh FE by EY =. Y 
4 &.> PPRLSTTOn, RE; AI ea wg + ts 


Againſtthe Bob Ghoſt. 15 
ſtory of his life ; the Apoltles preached the Goſpell of 
Chriſt. 


The Goſpell (I fay ) that is (Gaith Chriſeftorze) the Toyfwll Prefar. « + 
meſſage of Saluation; wherein wee are certified, that puniſh= #a#gMarb, 


ment is taken away, that Sinne is pardoned, that wee are San- 
ified, Inſtified, Redeemed, Adopted to bee the Sonnes of 
GOD, made heyres of Heauen , yea wee who once were 
the Enemies of God,and ſate in darkneſſe, and in the ſhadow 
of Death. 

To the effecting whereof the onely begotten Sonne of 


God, Veraciter fatins eff home, was trucly made man ; la Gregor, 


the Sacrifice of our redemption, vouchlafed Afori vt vita» 
Ins.to dye as a Calfe; By the power ofhis might, Surrexit 
vt Lee, did riſe againe like a Lyon, and- aſcending vp 
into the Heauens; was Elexarns ve Aquila, mounted 
like an Eagle; where hee fitteth in Maieſty and Glory, at 
the right hand of his Father, yncill he ſhall returne againe, 
atthe oftime to Iudge the world ; and hath deliuered 
inthe Interimto our cuſtody, his precions treaſure , which 
he will exact againe at our handes ; Namely, the Law, and 
the Prophets, the Gaſpell, the writings of his Apotiles, his 
Sacraments,thegrace of Remiſſion of Sinnes,and Tuſtificati- 
on, the Digity and Honour of his glorious Name, that wee 
arc,and ſo likewiſe called Chriftians ; A people beloued of 
God,Elect and peculiar, 
Hee came intothe world,to bee vnto the lewes, a finiſher 


of the Law, and to the Gentiles, A Light m the middeft of x Per.1. 


their darkeneſſe, and a Rocks of Salnation 18 all that wonld 
build on him, 

And though hee became vnto the vnhappy Iewes, Petre 
ſcandali, & Lapis effenſionis, a Stone to {tumble at, ang a 
Rocke of offence; and tothe Impious Gentile, [» /ignuws cut 
contradicirwr, for a Signe to bee ſpoken againit ; yet vnto.ys 


Luk. 2, 


'whobelecue in him, hee is Power, Wiſedome, Rightrowſnes, x.Cor.t, 


and Redemption. 
Out of the prenuſes, I inferfe this Concluſion ; Thar 
| whoe 


Math. 3. 
_ Mark,3. 


* 1b. 3. Sent, 


at. 23+ 


®Caetan ad 13, 
2+ A JNq. 2. 


» ©), rb. 


COntextA;, 


Math.10, 


76 TheSinne of Bloſpembe == 
whoſoeuer renounceth the word of God contained im the 
olde and new Teſtament, renounceth Chriſt alſo ; for the 


word is the Law of God, which in the Old and New Telta- 


; ment, was dcliuered by Chriſt ; So that hee came into the 


world to the end to declare the Truth, which lay hid inthe 
olde Law, and to beare witnes thereunto.” 

And againe, ſuch a one maketh G OD the Father # 
Lyer , whoin /erdav, and. the Mount Taber teſtified of 
CnRisrT; This is my welbelowed Soune, in whom { amowc!l 
pleaſed, | 

For God as the Obieft, hath a double reference to our 
Faith ; as the Medium, and Concluſion, the Forme, and the 
Aſaner, 

* Id quo creditur, & id quod creditar, ſaith Lumberd, As 
the End.and the Meaner; heeis both the Agent, the Obie?t, 
the End,and the Rwle of our Faith, as hee is Veritas premgre- 
vealed by himſelfe inthe Scriptures, becauſe the Scriptures; 
are the Miniſtcridll reaſon of the Obie&t of our Faith; for 
Faith is Toyned to. this Obieft, by this 4fediuw; forthe 
Seriprures are 'Dens dicens ſripſum,ſaith* a Diuine; God 
declaring himſclfe to Mankinde. 

Therefore, whofocuer 1enounceth the Gofpell, renoun- 
ceth' Cy x1$T allo; And againe , whoſozucr abandonett 
that Truthof Chriftian Religion, which is deriued thence, 
by neceflary and Infallible confequence, rearmed by S*/ 
Chryſoftome, Dogmata fidei, the principles and Articles of 
Faith, forſaketh CanismTIirs ys himiſclfe , and conſe 
quently relinquiſheth the whole meanes of Salnarion, an 
mult neceſfarily periſh. —_ 

Hee that (hall not in wordes confeſſe,and in deede tmain- 
taine,ifneed ſo require, tothe ſtaking of his life thereon, the 
Honour of Chriſt his Sauiou ; 13 worſe then an Infdell: for 
the Heathen themſclues affume, nothing to be foInhumane, 
ſoBeaſt-like, » Quaw comminere, vt Beneficio vittns eſſe 
videare; as to bee carcelefſe to requite a good tune" tothe 
full ; And if the Chriſtian (hall bee filent 1athis,, The very 
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Mar; hee willdeny thee before God; And better it is, that 
thouſhouldeſt bee * Teffis Chriſti, a witnes to maintaine 
the glory ofthy Lord and Sauiour; then that thou ſhouldeſt 


 Aptinfl the Hol Chop. 17 


Stone} wonld cry xr apainft bis, If thou Drwy him before 


* Chryſoft. aprd 
Hu7. Sup- 10. 


hereafter finde C i nx 18 7 Teffem contrate;;.. a witnes to ©. Math, 


coriniEtthee of Infidelicy, : F< 19951200110 
Ir is the higheſt degree of Ingrattude, ao repay Euill for 
Good,and to {come and diſgrace a Benetactgr .. - 


Peremptoria re: eft Ingratituds, laith "Bernard; Ingrats- * Sor. 5. 2, , 


rude is adeadly thing, it ſlaycththe-Saulty there is nothing 
fo diſpleaſingto Godin the Children of Grace ;, and againe 
hce termeth it * Vewrum renter, a burning winde, which 
drycth vp the fountaine of Gods loue, the dewe of his Mcr- 
cy and floods of his Grace, | 

.. Such like Methridates ( who hated the Antidote which 
piclerued his life from the danger of poydon ) renounce the 
meanes,whereby their Souls arc- ſaued from Hell, Death, 
and Damnation, | 

And ſuch are.meſt like vnto mad Dogs,who runne chief- 

x Gre fury at-their Maſters, from whome they receiued 
heir breeding, and their feeding. "_ 

- Andrhis is the true, Swe againft the Holy Gheft ; Im 
pugningof Gods word , in-martner aboueſaid, for that ir 
proclaimeth the Majeſty, Wiſdome, and goodnes of God 
and therefote hee that oppoſeth this Truth, oppoſcth Gods 
.honaur, the truth of Faith, which 4s the foundation of our 
Saluation, © © 

_. This1s the O6b:-8 of this Sifne ; the Truttrof Chriftian 
Faith, which whoſocuer Impugneth,is faid to refit rhe Hoy 
Gboft, by whom n' is revealed: and infuled mo Man,ard 


* Sup. Cant, 


therefore hee is called 'Spiritas vers atss becauſe hee lea loh. 16; 


deth into all Truth, 

If any ſhould growe to that Impudence to deny Truth, 
in reſpect of the Eutiry thereof, hee is conuinced by the 
pr argon or it beeing the light of the $oule, can nc- 
| for. caſtethy her beames fo ſtrongly-on the hor 
lh D . that 


I fras. 


Rom.!. 


Pſal.74+ 


* Aquin.-1*. 1. 
guaſt.1 0.71. 


13 The Sluxe of Bleſphemtie_ 
that a man cannbt imaginc it,notto bee ; forif there bee up 


truth, irisrrue;that there-is no truth, therefore ſomething . 
15 true; and if me" bee rrue, it is true, that there us 
Truth; therefore,if Truth be not, there is truth ; Sechow the 
Truth prguaileth «bone att thing 27. 


God is the Fountaine of all Trurh, and from himhath e- 
uery truth his Emranacies, and more c{Þecially the Truth of 
Chriſtian Faith, which is the power of God ware Sa/ation, 
uno exery one that —— the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Ghaſt zand:conſequently hee Sinncrh againſt 
yn Holy Ghoſt, who dorh bare, perſccute, or renounce the 

S*. eAuguftine,vyas once of Opinion,that No mars Conſe 
cience = - GO D,but af.erward he retrated ir : at the 
firſthe ditl not remember the ſaying of the Holy Ghoſt; The 
preſumption of them that hate thee mereaſerh ety wore ani 
more. For there are many thathate God; whom becauſe 
* know to _ Re they EIS 

_— , for Ducm mernit guſg, previ ewpit ; and lo 
_ that all men by Nature A te knowiedeef the 
Truth; yet ratione adiuntt; or eff« tus corſequtentss, he may 
abhorre it,and labour to doe preiudice thereunto; Sos man 
may hate God for his Tuſtice, which punifheth Sinne, and 
his Truth which deſcrycth and reproucth the ſane. 


The Clrcunsſtances, Beleefe in Chriſt, and knowleage of 
his word going bef ore,and echend repuds 


Ow I come to the Circumftencer,without which wee 
cannot define this Sinne ; for not euery one, that belee- 
ueth not the Golpell in » hol or pert,is culpable of this great 
CuprdugeRy and therefore wee muſt 
gun. 6 
There areſome, who as yet,haue not recciued the Faith; 
as Natene Indian [dolaters and other whoncuer Mr" 


— 


Won k << 
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\ quia the Wage 
kicked; 'N, & 4. . 
Or they haue once Beleeued, Eaſter fromir; 


and that cicher, 4 parte i» altguibus, in ome particular The. 2s. 19.78 
pointes by by thas eagutanding deceived and ſuch are ter- Clypeo piorum. 
med Haretirhes . Or 4 tota retabiter, from the whole in 149743 771+ 
generall, by their Will nd Aﬀe&tion depriued, and theſe are 
termed Apofftwrares, | 

Thefirft ſort,are tive cenſured in my Text, becauſe they 
recciued it not ; Nor the ſecond, becauſe they knew it not ; 
But the third , re diredtly poinced ar, who, both recciued, 
and knew it. 

Forthe Cleering whereof, you muſt know,that as in Na- 
durall ObieAs; there muſt bee fiſt atepreſerarion of them 
tothe Sences ; ; Secondly, a Iudgemers the thinges repre- 
ſented by the Minde, for Iud is Completinun copni- _ 23.2.4. 


obeLanans beep pak Chat eotiiga ie 


requiſite ; 
ru Ws ſane capiat ea que Creduntar ; that he verily be- 4q#t-2. 2. 4%. 
leeue the Articles of Faith 9.4rt.1. 
, 1 babeat reftuns Iudicimm de tir, diſternends 
as a credendis ; ; that hee Tudge ri tl and found- 
Iy, what hee ought to belerue, what to refue ; both which 
are intanated in thefe wordes ; Belecued and knowne, as. 
Anſelm and Bruns expound them. | 


The fir ft Circumſtance; After wee haue 


recciued. 


" O receive the Truth, is to belceve it, hid to belecue in 
_ Chrift asthe Truth teachethys ; nd thusthe word is 
vied by the Emangels/t, where hee fainh? That vnte as many bs 
as recemed (rift, bee game thems power to be made the Sonnes | EY 
of Ged, and hee manifeſteth it in thewordes following, viz. 
Rh gan Name; I TIER - 
D 2 e 


Heb. rt. 


20- The Sinnt of Blaſphenole > 
deth it ; and inthis Sence,Diuines this word of mp. 
Text; Anſelme for inward [mination ; Bruno for Belee- 
tbe.Goſpell, 
ature being blinde in Heauenly thinges, if it ſhould 0« 


-uer-rule in Man, mult neceſſarily preuent bis Saluation. 


_ For that the Naturall man Belceuethnought,but that hee 
firſt apprehendeth by — — —— ,fixſt doth 
require our confident aff it propoundeth,and aftcr 
certifieth ys of the Truth by Euidence, 

Yea,wee haue an pace of Bleſſednes in this life, by 
the aſſent of Faith, which compriſeth in her boungleſſe Con- 
tinet.the end of our Ho for in this, wee doe hope to bee 
bleſſed, becauſe wee Gal ſee inopen Dafoon that Truth, vn- 
to which wee doe now cleaue by Faith ; for Faith makech 
theſe es preſent in. our heart, by the certainty of Be- 


leefe,and therefore is definedtobee. A ſubſtance of hinges 


bopedfor ; as if it careall poſleſſhon.of jtto the elzeuecr 

Without which Belcefe, reaſon ſheweth, that Bleſſednes 
canot bee attained; for though all nendefireii, yet who 
will vic meanes, ifhe diſpaire to attainez wn We Ho 
is neceſſary ; And againe,who will dclirexohope for 
doth not Beleeue. 

And therefore'it is neceſſary, firſt to beleeuein Chrif and 
to belecue thoſe es alſo, without, which Chryt. cannot 
beeloued,that by belceuing them,hee,may ſhape tus courle 
toward him. | 

Therefore C 11 & 1s T the Eternall word of his Father,ha- 
uing according to his promiſe of olde; Aſſumed our Fleſh, 
ſuftered Death forour Siunes, riſen vp againe for our Iuſti- 


fication, (which are incredible tothe Naturall man, that ci- 


ther God ſhould become Man, Dye as 2 man, and that tiiah 
ſhould riſe from Death like God ; and all this for Man ) 
ought to bee entertained by Man, with great Ioy and confi- ' 
dence, becauſe by him wee arc made the ſornes of God. - 
Ashee hath performed theſe thinges for ys, ſo heecxpe- 
erh that wee diſpile not this Grace, but camelily. embrace 
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irhvith thankeſgiuing,and build on him onely. *- 

For God (* faith Chryſoffome ) would haue Man proue's 56. d fide 
toward him, as he hath ſhewed himſelf toward Man,he can- Spr,er Cher, 
not attaive yntothe reward, who will.not profeſle him; Nee 
accipere poteſt qued promitticur, niſi ante Implenerit quoi 1«- 

Penny bes receiue-the promiſe, wha dns per= 

forme the condition, viz. Beleexerb. 

.' But hee that belecuethnot, 5 already Indged; therefore 19h,z, 

aur Sauiour ſaid, that the. Holy Ghoſt world reprove the 1... 5, 
world of Sinue hecanſe they Belrened not in him; and no won- 

der, becauſe * Hoe maenente, cetera demittunter, 2s long as * Auguf. ib). 
increduliry remained, all other Sinnes abode, Origiuall and 

Aquall, but this being caſſeered, all were forgiuen; tor faith 
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in Chrift, quitteth man of all, by apprehending the Merit of 
his "aſſin? whoſe Blood ſhed, ws hw) Cs fromall 
our Sinnes. - 


Hereupony, we renounce all things whatſoeuer , and our 
ſelues alſo,to follow him as his Seruants, Subiects, and Soul- 
diers, andſo to be reputed and termed ; * [nde Chriſtianus * Navin, 
vocares, gia in Chiiſtums credis, Hence are we called Chri- 

Gians, becauſe we beleeuc in Chuilt; 

By which Name, weteſtifie, that we buildonely onhim, 
and acknowledge him for our King, and Redeemer, we ob- 
ſerue all his Commaundements, and iudge his rule to be the 
perfection of life ; Limiting our Belicfe to his «ures "ipa,and 
we doe Humnius inrare im verbs Magiftri,take an Oath of al- . 
leageance ynto him in Baptiſine, to confirme our fidelity ; it 
being-* Srgillurn fidei, the Seale of ourfaith; wherein we te- , naſ7ulib.3; 
ceiue the Croſſe on our forchead,which is the [cate of ſHame-. cont. Eumon, 
faſtneſſe, in token , * Ne E-rifts opprobrio Chriſtianus eru- * Aug.m Pſal. 
beſcat , that we ſhould neyer be aſhamed to confeſſe Chrilt 39- 
crucified, and to fight vnder his Banner, vyrxo our lives end. 

Well then, artthou Baprized ? art thou ſigned with the 14&7" de Cate- 

Kings Seale ? beginneſt thou to feede ar'the Table of thy 79/7iet'9- 

King ?* Nolieſſe Deſertor ; become not a flincher; Remem- 4,,,,y; 5 Pas 

ber thy Coucnant ; * @nia iam ar lin, 
3 


22 The Sinae of Blaſphemit_ 
the yowe hath bound thee ; wretched art thou, if thou break 
thy vowe to God. | 
The wwe tr hers but feare; reue-- 
rence, and mainly-defend them ing their rights,” 
*Clryſoft. he. they thould bel withe-ror, [ls jon. .m falſo,rx 
mil.de Iercm, men perſencrds in vero # Shall they perfiſt mfalſhood;, nt 
Prophet, ay mt ee ar 4 care | 
* o-yates, though 2 Pag a» hauing denied ſacrificeto Aol- 
Maes na ey bo, wh ack San nt Nidetine| being aduiſed 
clſie,Scrm.s. by Plato , to faue his life by flight, aid , * Abſfur ot weritns: 
tems negems , qn171 afſernt , tarre beitfromme todenie thar- 
truth , which before I profefſed ; and therefore Plato ha-- 
uing pondered with himlelfe the baſcneſſe of his Counſaile, 
was aſhamed thereof , and abſcnted himſclfe from his 
Who but a mad man would caſt away the Anchor of his: 
ſhip ina tempeſt? who but a deſperate wretch would re- 
iect his pardon, being before condemned todeath ?/ or will 
ary pitty him, who knowing himſelfe ynrecoucrably fickez 
anon > 09 _ who with —+ reg rord 
hauing purchaſed a ſouerai exetery , 'proffereth hi 
cnelive lara lady; 2 will vic moi Cult vino him, ; 
whereas otherwiſe, except he belecue, he muſt dye;becauſe 
Pune nm rn — | 
$253... . | Saint* Chyſfhomeexpreſi of fuch perſons, in 
Ty moi a familiar Grnilieude.Asthe houſe (faith he)that hath a firme 
Math, foundation; ſuffereth no great ruine, if part of the wall or. 
roofe do fall, becauſe it may be repaired againe ; but frhe 
foundationfall , then theruine is great;, becauſe the whole 
tumbleth down : So if a Chreſt14% commit fornication;aduk 
tery,or manſTaughter his fall is not great and ynrecouerable, 
becauſe hee may rife againe by repentance, as David did ;/ 
But if the foundation of his faith faile , that he curne Pagan, 
and become vnbeleeuer , then his rume is great and vtreco= 
nerable,for the whole periſheth. 
+ | Andiuchfimemorcheinonſly,, then thoſe, PR—_— 


go then a falſe friend, whom a 
mancan nexther neg, fug are; ſhunne nor baniſh : So 


Truly ſpakethe * Poet; 5Hr wiiZor Faror 7 pines dSixar, Sophocles, 


Cbrift comp * wr +5. re 1a bas. rr 
Ma” Nos nyo but buy companion and familiar friend to Plalm.y5, 


betray bmw, made it execrable, 

He was prieued at the /»fidels ynder the Lawof Natwre; 
but more at the /ewes, vnder the Law of Adoſes, becauſe his 
loue was greater vntothem : 

- Butmoſt againſt /«des vnder the Law wc Fer for be- 


gs it appeareth by the diverſity of their puniſh» 


© Thefilthe drowned, which cafe den: The ſe. Oen.7. 


MOOG was a more greeuous death. 
—— w s”-7 qu which was a moſt 
ſbamefull death, and and the rather becauſe hee 


was ofthe number of thoſe ;40 whom he had ſaid, yee xe my loh.15. 


friends. , 
Wedoe worthily deteſt (ahve ini quity, Lemecb his cru- 


._ <lty, (bam: ſubſannation, wack fority, E ſaw his 


cie, Abſalon his malice , the _—_ of leſeph hi 

thren, Bur all theſe are 

of Indas,m his L row. Your worms 

ued tobetheſonne of the euer-living God, andthe Saujour 

of mankind; this imptety was aboue all other ; of an Apoſtle, 

who ſhould haue bin one of the 1 2. Tudges ſitting mgloryto 
the 12.Tribes of Iſraell , to become a Traytor againſt 

him who called himto this high dignity ; and therefore be- 

cauſe ofhis monſtrous ingratitude, thediuell entred mto his 


heart, and carried him tothe aRting of his Treaſon, 
and from thence deſpai pardon , to 
orwarurar yr See ag —_— ſhed out; $ 
Judas commited that Sinne oly Ghoſt; for {0 


great was his malice againſt C che Slut pe 
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Joh.!3. 


Luc. p bd, 


Joh. }. 
Mach,z6. 


Rom.8, 


Epheſ.4. 


Theophylalt. 


ble, he would hauc had not his ; bit his foule; and 
Diuinity alſoto be deſtroyed ; hee —_ him to dearly, 
whom he belecued to be the Lord of life yetſuch was his 
moſt indurate malice, that could withhold him from 
his purpoſe; chough Ciry vied many meanes and dont 
tions ynto him ;. 

Louc* in waſhing his feete ; 

Feare, when he ſaid, woe vato him, by whom theSonne 
of mans bctrayed. 

Sorrow, when be farctold his betraying. 
Shame, when he ſaid vnto /ndas, Thou haſt ſaid. 

Yea ſo great, that he ſeemed after a forttodoe wrong vn- 
to his Juſtice, in viing year un ris. mercy toward him ; yethee 
wouldnot be faued, and becauſe he would not he was dam 
and, (yeaiFamanmay fo ſpeake) againit Chritts will. 

Sinne (who once their names vnte 

Chriſt , entertained the of his -andt reſolued 
their conſciences thereof,, yet ſhall after away fromthe 
{ame) is like vnto that which [udas the Traytor committed; 
for ſuch Crucifie to themlſclues againe the Sorne ef God ,and 


make. a mocke of him , goo Wor Re irit of 


Grace; which is the true ſinne againſt the.Holy 
Gak wi are made the fornes of God; which alhis 
inour hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, pr nA. 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we crie «Ablz Farhexe 
ring witneſſe with our Spirit that we are the Children bf Gods 


by by ahi Spirit wee are ſealed vnto the day of Redemption ;- 


Some Tranſlations haue it i# the day of Redemption : the Fa- 
thers expound it in the day of Baptiſme, andthe and 
cpo_ ood ; for- the Holy Ghoſt fealeth vs- uy 
; and tnaketh-vs to be de Begio grege,tior 5A 
reth =wo-indengng he euleyantdanited; and hath fe» 
perated ys to Redemption. Noli ergo Signaculum illud dif 
(oluere ; If thou fall away rods thy Faith ,- thou docft de- 
py the Holy, Ghoſtwhodid work mba! in thee; thon had» 
receiued'a Benefit, [and reicReſt ix after; thou deſpiſe 


the. 


S—__ Ao 44 2a a Acad. 
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cn 


—_—T9TT OC 
chegiuer; he madethee the Sonne of God , thou wilt bethe 
a nyo Gdy Hel tn 

out and to Mm to cor 
fuſion; ; thou doeſt hereinreſilt plaindly , hex dg 
Holy Ghoſt; and like /wdar art a Traytor vnto him. 


The Second Circumſtance. 


Pa fGcchog a (briftian, tohauc Faith, to Bolreme, but 
his Faith, to Iudge ri Dates a | 
Faith otherwiſe cannot doe, becaulc it hath but vnperfely 
panticipaed ofthe Divine hght. 

Bon there bee an Irradiation from the Erernall 
z yeris it not Plenary ; becaule as , Manes $, 
lum & enegma, thevayleis not HR OD: 

Therefore inthis darkenes, wee muſt joyne the other In- 
at 
bee but as a Candle ( compared to Faith ) 

the Swe; yet it is certaine, that a man ſeeth bet» 
erby height ofa Cao, then ofthe Sunne, if the ſatie be 


, what Faith entertaineth, the Ynderff 

admireth, examineth, and often diſcoucreth and 

knownez For there are lome * One creduntur of nuw- * Lumbard, lib, 
Jntelbguntzr, which are Belecued, but neuer vnder- 3-501 45ſt. 24% 

Food; Asthe Mylery of he Trinity, and the Incamation, Jil 

autre 1 ery agar 13 ee are aPPTe» + qqguin, 25, 2 


i TY Cannot COM- que}? "por 


rm roo wn rees, & poſftes In- Lb. vbi ſap. 
Fellignnter ; 3 which are firſt leeued, and after vnderſtood; 


= reve frog 7 dons. 


s Ifiunesto bald Tk ov, as the Con- ue 


$/=2 6 E | Of 


5: al 


rhe Sine of plaphene.3 


2s 


* Boer SRP. | Ofthefuſt, wee camor haue, * Jour oe 4parifeome 


Weewe. 


3.Scnt dift. 14. prebenfieie,a totall and perfect know 


becrcin 78 Me ll ohne woke: 3 
Pulgrims, by 


after, [yPatrie, in our heaucaly: 
But ofthe-Second nx many pointes, wee may hue fuch 
* Aquin, 6; knowledge heere , yeathe hirtt, may {mperfelte intellegs, in 


Jupta. -; part bee vnderſtaod, and that * ſotelleltn Neg atino, 25 farre 
> parc bo. torth, as the vndlerſtanding findeth no Obſtacle to impaire 
cnom. the verity of thn; yea: bottymay bee delceued, and vndet- 
* Bonawent. bi ood in wome:fort; Ld au introns ratiocinarionis by che In- 
ſu 12. a ecel reaſon, asche Heathen Phylolophers 
Rom.1, 1 God 


And an antiemt Diuine Gich ; haves rake the Faixhiritani- 
*Rich. de Sto. Felts* Nontanum poſſunt CI re 17 ſeteti- 
vitt. lib. 1., de am neceſſatie , wee bochprobable veoiny 
Tr:Wt4p.4. - reaſons alſo, thou EE wee cannot eſpy ther. 

5 Thus theſe Fathers, affembled mn1he Councell of 
: _ = Nice, did byiNaturall jeafons: ſceke 20 .demonſirare vie 
71.28, N"* £Pþede anti other Pli ylolophers, whome Anmytadtcondu- 
dd hero ſen his Buſpieay et wor rc RI 
of thE Trinity... 17» 

For ſuppoſe, one beleeuing one 60D, and thefamers 
bee the vauuceſall Cocawor, ſhould afcer by reaſons 
begin to know the fame, hee more 
farthlefle; and therefore rhe Sohvole mar faith well; chat 
- Ap 2.2.46. howfocucr, ' Rationer precedents: fidens;doe Minueremert- 
37.10: paninfien; yet Sabſequonter augen ;'Nor to beleeue with- 

| , out reafons, doth. i .mpaice: the worthof Faith; 'yerto Ttu- 

| rate the Eaith, after wee hauc Beloeued vighrea- 


| fons, « au "kr th amirmorefirmety 
: and dd, to' >" 175 pn, nn 
peach antonnatia beers 
$64 15, q+<. dooney vicRealor-onely; * dfimanifyflinipuens Flt, 
- atom ct 
3. mango _ ; Non aparte reritatiodret med; hot 1 


queſt,vit, © ftheDiuine Truth ſelfe, __ mriclpet imeſiefiinr aſrw- 


tems, 
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BE : x Holy Ghoſt. " 89 
tientir, of the weakenes of our vnderſtanding, which is beſt 

+ Theretore the Schoole-men ſay, that Knowledge is more 1dow. ibid. 47, 
centaine then Faitb,in reſpeR of the certainty of Speculation, 23. one. 4. 
becauſe a man may know a thing fo certainly by knowledge 
that hee can by'no meanes doubt of it, diſclaime it as falſe, or 
any way contradict -it irrhis heatt, 'as it ap in thc 
knowledge of firff principles; though Faith bee more cer- 
tame-in regard of the firmity of Adbefpon, for Faith will 
maintaine, what knowledge cannot conceiue. 

- Andin this ſenſe * eAugufrmecexpounding theſe wordes e.Cor.ry. 
of the Apoſtle; THnether, is gines the wordof brtiwltdas; * Lib. 14. ds 
aſcriberh-to this knowledge , the Generation, Nutrition, Tv.nca/-1. 

 wamtenance and fre gibumg of Faith, 

-. And for this cauſe,” Hageri placed theſe two diffe- '» ;11:0 de 5/1, 
rencesinthe Definition of Faich ; viz.. thar it ts, A certarnty lib. 1 de ſacran 
of che Sowu'e, placed Suwpraoyinionem, Of 1% 4 Scimntiam, 2 ft-3.cap.1, 

mion, and beneath Knowledge ; Becauſe the one 
is butabate efamarron. Cum formidine oppoſite, alway vn- Aquins 
certaine of the Truth; Now Faith, isadoubtles «pprobati- 


ev by way of «fſertron, But the acceſſe , giveth 
2 Reall poſſ ſſimof the Truth; So that itis more 
to man, jnzeſpect of attaining and retaining the wn of 


Truth ; asitgamere ſecure, rs fand by Faith, then to waner 
by Oprwon, and toſce a thing preſent, thento belecue it ab- 
ſent. 


Yeathe Habve of Faith, carnor fully bee had withour 
knowledge, forthe vnd-rffanderg muſt bee inttruked in the 
Articles of Faith, before it can confider them. 

This is the Material! pare of Faith, 1d qued creditny; (faith 
*Lumbard)the Articles of our Beleefe;; and inthis _ Ms 4 SEL. 
Faith is rightly faid cobe Aeqwfra,or ſneſa,gottenby out 7: ©, 
IDO no man'knoweth how! ,or what per 
Articles of the Faith there are, vntill hee een rag ah 

reading or hearing, let him gape as long as hee pleaſe af- 
yr Acre : and thus-the Apoſlle I Heng 

; Fi 


ES * 


7 Epiſt. ad Ko 
242 CA.10. 


1.Cor.t. 
0r:g.ud, 


Luk. 17. 


Deur.s. 


Deur. 4z 


23 Srnne of Bls 
Fides ex audito, Faith commeth by h 


«. *Origen. bb.$, 
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” 


62m; 
to 


And this Knowledge, 1s comeReapRey ſought aker ; 


leaſt it vohappily fall out, * #rin fide poſits, fruſtremur 4 fie 
de, thatwee hauing once beleeued, ſhould fall away fromy 


the Faith; for they who are careles to ynderſtand by know- 
ledge, the truth of that they Belecue, they doe in -715Ivuuy 
bclecue in vaine, and may Enaneſcere 52 fide, fall from the 
Faith... | 
Hereupon rhe Apoſtles defired our Saujour, to Encreaſe 
their Faith, by imparting knowledge vnto them ; for this 
knowledge maketh vs.to feele (as it were) with the Hand of 
Experience,the Truth, and thercfoxe maketh ys more conf1- 
dent ta build on it, and more firmely to-adhizre vnro'It. - 17 
Therfore to make the [ſrae/1tes more conſtantly to perfilt 
in his Seruice, God commaunded them, To ſeeks after the 
kuewledge and vnderſtanding of the Law, hee commandeth 
then to learne it themſelues, to teach it to their Children, bee 
enioyneth Meditation thereefpp allplaces, and at alltinors, at 
bome,and abroad, tying dowre andr:iſing vp, be commandeth 
to make them the ObieFt of their Sences, to binde theme 
for @ figne on their hands, and as frontlets berweene their eyes, 
to write them on the poaſtes of thrir Houſes, and on therr 
Gates ; For thoſe things which wee haue fearnet} and raught 
athers;and doe continually thinke of, and whichare the day- 
ty obiect of- our Senecs ; as thoſe thinges wee haue 
1m our hand, of our fecling, and the thinges wee doe beholde 
with our eyes,of out Sight; or thoſe places vnto which wee 
haue frequent recourſe, as the doores of our Houte, carmor 
bee forgotten by vs. 
Therefore in another place hee fanh more-manifeſtly ; 
Forget wot the thinges, which thme eyes hane ſeens, that they 
depart not from thine heart, 2s f hee ſhould haue faide ; The 
Ewdence of knowledge ſhould fo perfwade the heart; thar 
it ſhould neuer bee moued from it'srefolution ; So that hee, 
who once hath recetzed the Fatthof Cn n1 $T, and after 


_ by ſearching the Scriptures, findethcertaine teſtimony of 


the 


Hlien alſo perſwaded of the truth h 
thereunto.; what remaincth? but that 


the power, and thereof ynto Saluation to euery One 
that Beleeneth, hauing his Ynderftanding quit from [gue- 
rance, bis Indgement from Error, bis Conſcience, and Aﬀe- Rom.r. 


- and bearing witnes 


ch a one ( if hee not- 


withſtanding all the precedence ) renounce the Faith, and 
perſecute it, ſpreta (/0»ſcientia, in deſpite of his Conſcience, 
15 an Adwerſary tothe Holy Gho#t, becauſe hee refiſterh his 
Grace; viz. The [ llumination of his Souleby Faith, the ta- Heb, 6. 
ſting of the Heanenly Guift, of remiſſion of Sinnmes by Hope, 
the partaking of the Holy Gboft, m bis Guifies, by knowledge 
and wnder ſtanding, the taftmg of the good word of God, by in- 


ward delett ation couceined by bears 
and the tafting alſo of the powers of t 
enerlaſting, by bope. 


the Goſpell preached; 
world to come, 4s life 


A fearfull fall and incredible to ſome, that +man ſhould 


riſe to that beig#t,and fall ſo farre awa 
and Conſcience, 


his know 


y again, & that againſt 


Impolſible,itis not; for Sinne diſordereththe Afettion, 
_ notthe YVnderſtanding ; The Holy Ghoſt enlightneth exery 10Þ.7- 
ma that commeth into the world; 25 wellthe wicked as the 
Godly the Reprobate as the Eleft; revealing ynto the Re» 


probate ; not perfwading their Conſciences , .enlightning 


their vnderftanding, not ſanctifying their Aﬀection ; like the 
Sunne , which with her Beames , onely enlightneth the 
Moone, but heateth the Earth moreouer vntofertility. | 

- The Reprobate haue him , Serundum infrſimens, for 2 


time infuſed into them ,, after which, hee departeth from , ,. 


1). San. 


them ; for * vader, et venit; recedit et redis ; Hee goeth, and , Ll Ga che frw... 


commeth, depart, and returneah ; 


Santis. 


The wicked talt him, but rebh not the ſweetnes, becauſe 
of their diſternpered pallat,'or foule tommack, which maketh 
them belch vp the ſweetneſle againe, and therefore it doth 
notnouriſh them, though for a while it may delight them. | 
Therefore fuch are but rpereay pol, Temporarie Beleeners ; 4th. 3; 


neuher were they of (hriſt; 
E 


for had they.beene of Chriſt, oo Llok.z, 
h 


® Yom.35.in 
 _CHath, Suoheet 
worba,Tranſes 
wat's blaſ b:- 
with :7t cum 
Anſelm, 

Thus, 


Tra? de 1do!, 
Vas, 


Ad queſt.13, 
3.2.4.1, 

3 
Tir.3, 


2.Pct.3. 


Ioh.i7, 


® \ 4 f 
bad continued with Chriſt, 

Therefore * Or-venſaith , It is Opxs 3 exntive, the 

ro of vnſtable perſons onely, to blaſpheme Iclus; No 
ng rf virus Sr for their feete are placed 
on aRocke ; Bur if they fall;or paſſe by him, they blaſpheme 
him , and thoſe who nod the head at him, hauing no firme 
head ;- butſuch in Minde and Aﬀection are moucable toim- 

1ctIC, | 
. Cyprian faith, it is Summz Delifti, non agndſcere quod ig- 
norare non poſſir; The extremity of Sinne, not toacknows- 
ledge that, whereof thou canſt not be ignorant ; | 

In what State is he then, who denicth, what he beleeueth, 
and knowerhto be that Fruth , by which he muſt be ſaued, 
od of Enuie moreouer difgraccfully reuilethit, and cructly 
perſecuteth it ? 

Such are perfelt Blaſphemers ; and therefore Caietane 
rightly iudged', Bl/phemsas nom efſe Infideles 4 that Infidels 
could not commit this B/aſphervie againſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
becauſe Blaſpheiners know they Sinne in this kinde aginft 
their Conſcience, and are &vToxx74xp70, condemned by the 
verdict thereof ;. But the 1nte»tton perfedteth it in the Belec 
uer, and their Sinne is more grieuous; for it had beeve becter 
for them, newer to have hnowee the way of righteouſreſſe, then 
after they bane acknowledged it, to turne from the Holy com 
4ndement pixen vito them, 

And therfore our Sauiour conuictcth the Pharifes of this 
Sinne; becauſe they both heard him,ſaw him,8& by his fingu- 
lar words and workes,like vnto whichneuer man vtteredor 
ated beforc;kriew him to be the Sonne of God,and yet they 
hated him ; and perſecuted him euen yntodeath. 

Whereby they manifeſtly declared themſglues to be guil- 
ty of that great Sinne 5 mahcioufly comroling the operation 


564 


od X 


of the Holy Ghoſt intheir ſoules, who:could not be ignorant 
who Chriſt was, and whence he came. 

What that Siane againtt the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be ; di- 
uers Ages, haue produced diuers opunons, 


&, Hierem, 


Againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 31 
S',* Hierom ſaid, it was, Cum videas in virtutibus Deun, *£:mmlaed, 
Pelzebub por yuan in faltia ; ; to aſaibe Gods manifett Marcel. 
power to the Diucll, 
Gf, * Ambroſe, 10 den'e ( brift: Dininity, at: F as es 
. $%, * e« ugnſtine laid, it was finall evpenitence ; _w=_ 


* Su, dc icrbls 
St.* Hillary ; Dive Virinns poreftaters negare, Fey 


Todenic the power ofGods | ' * Cat.11.S#s 
Some lay; ; r15t0 thinke amil/e of ihe Hoy Ghef, Concer» Mat, 
ming his E Egan or Equality, ' { 
The Scbooleme! for the moſt part ; .- Abjrerepe ror. Surer.2 


Semt.a 7 43.0 
tum, e per qus homo retrahitur a peccando;' to reiegtwith Summuſie $1.2. 


, thoſe meanes, by whicha man is with-held: from \ , Aquitq, 
ſmning; And they make fixe kindes hereof; 912.1. Deſpaire; 14. 
2. Preſwnpion ; 3, Ennie of bus Brothers Grace;,q.) bury - 
ring of the knewne Truth ;' 5 .Obſtinacie,, x79" Jnnppns- 
rence, 
. Some haue faid, it is »fdzlrey ; ather ; Sine againf 4 

mans conſcience; and lundry other apnions, thee haue bin, 
wa Lpurpobly omits; - !- 
compatſt ed about MTs fo great a \ loud of'u WP 
les; what remaineth,. but that wee /ogke to/L ts v the 11.1. 
Author a»d finiſher of or TIT ? and ſeeing the MyRene of 

this qneſtiop i YE let ys with Angoſbitie, delle ior hight, 

to expound it from the'Lotd. 

Our Sauiour Cm &7s 7; Having by his. Due nohter Mak.26, 
cured one who was blinde and Durrbe ,and caſt our the De- 
wilkwherewith hee xwas poſſeled, was by: the # huygſes En- 
uioully accuſed, rohaue caſt our hy the power of Be/uz- 

Bub, the Priace of the Devils; Whereupaniour Sauiour ha- 

vn conicted them, ſheweth ther dangerous citate, and 

afull Sinney which hee termeth Srmne de ain't the Holy 

Ghoſt which conlifted. herein, that they Bleſphemed the 

Hirh pas Sd ;and "A imponeth the. ndenilee gs 
Naie.' 

"RITES w_ ſoine lipht ho 2nd ith is t0 
Geake againſt the Holy Ghoſt, And S'Adarks Taccifierh it, 

_ 
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Matk.z, 


lerom. 


Joh.7. 


Math;z 2. 


loh.8, 


32 The Sinne of Bleſpemie.s 
tor they ſaid ; Hee hath an vneleavne Spirit, 

So that they did attribute to the Devill thoſe Aions, 
which they knewe to bee proper vnto God, as the EieQtion 
of Deuils. 

Neither did they this [pnovantly, for Putelli entes Chri. 
fhum, principem demoniorum efſe dicebant ; they 
knew himto bee the Soane of GOD, they termed him 
Relxebab ; and our Sauiour ſaid, They 2 him & whence 
beewar; Yea graunt they had beene deedinbl by the yayle 
of his Fleſh, yer could they: pothaue beene Tgrormnt, that the 
out * Deuils, was the proper worke of God. 

But they did it of Malice, for though they knew him to 
beerhe Heyre, yet they conſpired to flay bim, And thus, they 
pany him Semarirane notwithſtanding they heard him 

ute of the ReſarveBtion, and the [ndgement to come; 

which, the Samaritans deny. 

So that they did (cuen their knowledge and con(- 

cience) impugne the grace of God, and kingdome of Chriff, 

who came to the end, hee might diffolue workes ofthe 

— and they beheld his effeQtuall thereof, 

his Miracles, all tending to the Glory of God, to 

of Man, and tothe downfall of Sarhan, the Spirit 

a teſtifying ta their Spirit, tharit wasthe power of God; 
all whichnotwithſtanding they blaſphemed C un15s 7. * 

Out of the (premiſes ;I deduce this D<finition of Sinne a- 
gamſtthe Holy-Ghoft. 

” Sinne-againf the Holy oy Gboſtiiv's 4 wall ApsPaty from 
Chrift and bis Gaſpell ; A reieft 5 vis reſiſting , ſu Preſechs 
blaſpheming avd;: perſeemtivg br, is bed in AR; 
eaxſleſly, wilfully, Fs 9a y, of "he 7g Chiiftian Religiint: 
the whichreligion; the party before embraced, and profeſſed, 
and in which Chriſt het verily beleewed and did farther bnow 
by plaine ard infallible Exidence;the ſame and his Re 
ligion, to be the whole, tr 16, and ſole meanes of Salnitiew.”* 

The which Sinne, istermed by our Savjotr, Bl:ſphemie 


againſt the Holy Ghoft, whether by the Holy Ghol, as by | 


| _” tes 6 "_ | tu tn | | Ul .& — 


 againft the Holy Ghoſt, "'v 


anefſentiall Name, hee would defigne vnto vs the whole Antmin. pert. 
+. ppl owner na and is Holy ; and $448. Cay. 


hee who offendeth one,offendeth cuery one ; or elſe, (which 
I taketo bee more proper) the Third perſon in the Troy, 
by his perſonal Name, onc of whole Arrribures it 3 to en 
lighten with the Truth and to teflific ro the Truth, 

Sothat I conclude this pointz That ar ne man can ſay, 


that Teſns 15 the Lord, but onely by the Holy Ghoſt ; Ss no 4.Cor-12. 


wan ſpeaking by the Holy Ghoſt, ran ſay that leſs is exe- 


crable; But ſuch a one refiſteth the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpea> Rom.s, 


keith a word againft him , becauſe the Spirit te! rfietb ro bus 
Spir«, that leſus 11 the Lord, and ſuch make the Holy Gboſt 
«Lyer ; which is Blaſphemic inthe higheſt degree. 


The Sequel oy effet? of this Sinne, viz. Deſtitution of 
remedy ; In theſe wordes ; There remamech no 
more Sacrifice f or Sinne. 


He whole Gofpellis a Song,either of Toy and Melody, 
6 $457 cry COA Selincting ckher the 

lad tydings of Saluation, to inuite vs to ſecke after it ; or 
| © heauy Doome of cuerlatting Damnation, to deterre and 
affright vs from Smne and Impicty. 

In theſe wordes, thoſe who haue receiuedthetrue Faith 
of Chriſt, and know likewiſc, Salvation to conſiſt therein, 
and yet wilfully renounce it, and maliciouſly perſecure it, 
are preſented with their fearefull eſtate, which is, to be de 
firute,and depriucd of that Benefit, which Chriſt imparted 
to all conſtant Belecuers, v:z.. to bee a ſacrifice for their 
funnes. 

Wee know that Saerrfices inthe olde Low were ordat- 
ned, one for to bee a Propitiatory ſacrifice for the finmes of 
the people, to pacifie the wrath of God againſt thoſe ſmnes, 
and to waſh themcleane from their Iniquity. 

© The other, conſiſted in a kinde of Latreia, or forme of 
F Seruice 
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4 The Sinne of Blaſphemic_ 
Seruice done vnto God, not that-they in them{chies, were 
effeuall ro reconcile man yrts- Gods audfauour, and 
to blot out his Size, but thartheyni ally reſemble 
that rye Sacrifice, which was after fully offered by- Chritk 
enthe Altar of the'Crofle, | \® 

In-which one Oblation, and moſt perfe&"Sacrifice, wee 
taue perfectly, whatſoeuer the law of Natwreor Afoſe; did 
either figure, or ynperfctly reprefent.. 1 

For by this; our Sinnesare blotred out; for hee was dels 

Roms, nered for ozr Sinmes ; By thiswee receiue that grace iwhitre= 

Heb by we arclaued ; For 'Chreft being conſecrate , was "made 

ada the Axtbor of Eternall Sal#ation for all-that did obey him; 
ety By this wee obtaine the perfeCtion of glory, for by the Blood 
of leſnrs,wee may bee bulde to entey into the holy place. 

Gor. S!p.1a3- Oh (faith adeuout man) God hattigiuenys aliucly,pure 

rſucat. Sacrifice full of goodnes, full of thoſe cfteRs, for which the 
Legall Sacrifice was yront ro bee offered vp; wilt thou baue 

loh.r, thy ſinnes blotted out ? Behold the Lambe of God which ta- 
kth away the Sinnes of the world; wilt thou giue thankes 
vnto God ? (hrift gawe it vnts his Father : wilt thou auoyd 

S euilt? Hee healerh thee and ſerterh thee free, for he tovke owr 

29-33 Infirmities on bimſelfe : wilt thou obtaine af; 
good at his hand? Arie the Theefe, and hee will tell thee, 
Woet Chrift premiſed, and confirmed vnto him, in his Euc- 

LUC433, ning Sacrifice ; Verily 1 ſay vnto thee, this day [pats chow bee 
with me in Paradice. \ 

Inthe Eeuiticall Law, hee was reſembled by 2 Caffe, a 
Ramme,a Goate,a Lambe, which were to bee offered ;' Rur 
neither the blood of Bulls and Goates nor the aſhes of a». Hty- 

Heb.s. fer nor the Fleſh of Lambes and Goates, conld pacific the 
wrath of GO D againſt Sine; for hee tooke yo pleaſure there- 
in; But the Blood of Chrift, which through the eternal Spirit, 
offered bimſctfe without fault to God, te purge our Conſcien- 
ces from dead worker, and hath obtained Eternal{ redemption 

for vs. 
A Lambe hce was called, becauſe of his Inyorence ; 2 

Rammwe, 
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Ramme, becauſe of his - 6 Guneboraule of his like- Glof. ord. in 1, 
nes * to Sinne; 2 (alfe of the vertae of bis Croſſe. cap. Levir. 
FD. 0s the Fleſh of (broft, which was a * Appearing 
ce 


malt perfect $ ,and thatin foure reſ1 pets. | in the fimili- 
Firſt, becauſe the Fleſh of mans Nature was fit to bee —— 
offered for Man, who had offended. l 


Secondly, becauſe it was pafſible and Morrtall, and there. 
fore was fit for Immolation. 
Thirdly, becauſe it was without Sinne. 
© Fourthly, becauſeit-was the Fleſh ofhim that offered it; 
it was therefore: acceptable vnto God, becaule of his yn- | 
{peakeable Charity, tha offred his owne Fleſh. 
Which Aug»/tine obſerued ; nid tam (ongruentur ab Lib.4. de lr +0, 
bominthus Sumeretur, quod pro e1 efferetur, quam bumana ©9214: 
Ears 2 What could be taken(ſo fitly by Men, to bee offered 
vp for men,asthe Fleſh of Man ? and what was fo fit for $a- 
crifice as Mortall fleſh 2 and what fo cleane to purifie-the 
Sinnes of moxrtall:Men, as Fleſh voyde of the contagion of 
carall concyupiſcence., borne of the wombe of a Virgine ? 
and what could bee fo thankefully offred and accepted , as 
the fleſh of our Sacrifice, being made the Flefh of our 
Hee was that Pric{t, by whome wee are reconciled ; hee 
was that Temple,in which wee are reconciled ; hee was that 
God ynto whom wee are reconciled. . 
Bebold the man, who hath ginen bimſelfe,an Offermg , and Ephcl.s5. 
4 Sacrifice of a ſmeete ſmelling ſauorr unto God for vs. 
This is that Sacrifice for Sinne, with which God is pacift- 
ed; God will not bee pacified without Chrift, for withour 
theſhedding of Blood, there i3 no Remiſſion, Hcb.s. 
By this meanes the Soule wrappediin Snne,muſt appeare 
before God, firmely beloruing cha his Sinnes are purged by 
the Blood of (Þriff, in the multitude of the mercies ot God, 
as hee himlelfe hath ſaid ; 7 homwghyonr Sinnes were 4s red as Eſay.1, 
Scarlet, | will waſh them ar white as Snow. | 
Allthe waters of /ordan carnot cleanſe our ry 
| EI c 
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the Blood of | : sy s onely, hath that abfſterfiue facultie ro 
purific our Soules of the foyles of Sine, F- 
» chyſeft. bom. * Non oft almd Sacrificium, there is noother Sacrifice, 
13. Cap.7. 4d this One hath purged Vs, if this fayle I gnis ff Gehenna : Helt 
Heb. fre followerth. 
Nullins Martyri: ſa»guis, ſaith eAuguftine; The blood 
of no Martyr was ſhed tothis end. 

Miſcrable therefore is their caſe, whotruſt to the Supere- 
rogation of their Saintes, in their paſſhons, exceeding their 
owne Sinnes ; whereas they are taughtby their own School 

*Dom.Soto. ſup. man, that the merites of the Saintes, were * Ylrra condrgnionms 
4SOnt-Gift.t 9. ommnerata a Deo, & exhanſta, rewarded aboue their de- 
ſert by God, and exhauſt on themſelues. 

Bur wee are SanCtifted, euen by the Offering of rhe Body 

Heb 10, of leſas ( brift on-e made, and-with this ove Offering hath 
bee Conſecrated for ener, them that are ſanBlified. | 

* Haymoancap. Behold the vertue of Chriſt his Sacrifice ; * Fawn enim 
7.44 Heb. fuit, & ſervel oblatum, & ſufficit in ſempiternum, ad tollenda 
omnia peccata Credentinms ; This one Sacrifice, once offce 

red,ſafficed for eucr, totake away all the Sinnes of the faith- 

* 1ſjch. tbh. 5. Wherefore, ſeeing that * PerfeTio & onmimods _ 
3#p.Levit, falns,&c, That the Sonne of God by Sacrificing himſclfe 
hath fully accompliſhed our faluation; and that there can be 

no ſatisfaftion for Sinne, N+ſi in wertwre paſſienit Chriſfts, but. 

onely in the vertue of Chriſt his Paſſion; It remainerh, that 

whoſoeuer renounceth the ſame, reieeth the ſole meanes 

of his Saluation;and muſt conſequently periſh cuerlaſtingly. 

\ Per.2. This is that chiefe Corner ſtone, Eleft and precious, In 
which, whofocuer Beleeucth ſhallnot bee confounded ; But 

vntothe Diſobedient, hee is a Stone whereat they ſtumble, 

and ftumblivg fall, and falling looſe their liues, and winne 

Death,and purchaſe to themſelues damnation. 

Whoſocuer therefore cleaueth vnto Chriſt, with a firme 

Aﬀection is quit from all Sine, andfully reconciked vnto 

God; bur whoſoeuerdeſpiſeth himfinally, periſherh euer- 
laſtingly 
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laftingly, for the #rath of God abiderh wpon hims for ever, 

Hence it appearcth, that wilfull and malicious Apsſtacy, 
from Chriſt and his Goſpell, befcre profeſſed Zealouſly and 
according to knowledge ; is that Sinne again{t the Holy 
Gheſt, which our Sautour ſaith,ſhall never bee forgiuen, and 
the reaſon of the Irremifſibility thereof is made manife(?, 
Viz. Adeſertion, and malitious Impugning of the 'onely 
meanes of Remiſſion , the Sacrifice of our Redemption, 
( Prift leſws cuoy Samicwr and his Goſpell. 

And heere isthe crror of the Nowatians made apparant, 
who Interpreted this Scripture, of thoſe who through feare 
of _ , Or paines of torture , denyecd or Blaſphemed 
Chriſt, 


How, or nbither ahans againſt the Holy Gho 
FR is trend fable, f 


B Vt let vs without preſumption more curioufly exa- 
.4 oaoy is 35 qo which hitherto by any Diuine which I. 
'haue read, hath not beene exaQtly diſcuſſed, nor certainly 
determined ; that it may bee ſaid of theſe, whohaue enred 
vpon it; Dot capita, tot ſententie. 
S*,*eAugrfline faith, wee may not deſpaire, of ſuch a one * 713.1 8,524. 
while hee liueth.. Cap. 
Ofthe ſame opinions S*,* Ambroſe, Sup. Cap. 3. ad 
St.* Hierome, ſeemeth to holde it Irremiſſible, for hee T7, |, , 
faich ; That if Peter had committed this Sinne, hee had nor ,/,'; 5... 
deene forgiuen. "a 
St, H.Ilerie faith, that CHinisrT denyeth PBlaſphemie Can. 17. Sup. 
ſpiritns Iudulgentiam, pardon'to the Blaſphemy of . the Math. 
Spirit. 
is Ls wittore, faith; that Vo man'can/giue a Queft.55. Sup b 
certaine Definitionofchis Sine, yerthisis knowne, Quod 6 7507 
qui: fic peccarit, numquam conſequetur veniam, that if any 
man commit it ; hee {hall reaer be pardoned. 
#'Y And 
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_ Andexpounding the 4-5.and6,Verſes, of the [ixt Chap- 
ter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrewer, hee ſaith; It ſermeth to vs 
that inthis place, and im che 'Tenth ter ofthis Epiltle, 
the Author deſcriberh the Sinne againſt the Holy Ghott ; [ 
cuins barathrum quucung, ſemel inciderit I[mpoſſibile eft quod 
penitentiam conſequarur ant Szlutem ;, Into the *Gulte 

" whetecof, whoſoeuer once falleth, it: is impoſſible, that hee 
ſhould euer attaine Repentance or Saluation. 

Trad. de Spir. Richardus de $ artte vittore, faith; That if ſome bee Ever 

Blaſphem. nally guilty of a Tempporall Smme; regard of Gods Iuftice, 
xvcc may belceuc, that ather may, bee 7 crxporally. guilty of 
an Eternall Sine, nm. regatd of his Meroy. & 

$u9p.2.52.dit. The School-men,for the molt part lay ; Fix raro, difficut- 

43. &Simiſte ter remittitur, it is {carce, feldome, hardly forgiuen, neuer 

SBP .AQuIM. 2.1 . read £0 haue becne forgiuen, , | by” 

queſt.14. Caietdn ſaith, thar God hath denyel to ſuch remiſſion 

Tentace- 2p"I* and repentance,and to ſpeake regularly ; it is neuer forgiuen. 

Almayne ſaith, it may bee forgiuen, becauſe a man may 

repent of it before his Death. | i. 

Lib.g. de queſt, But Armachanus ſaith, It is one of thoſe heynougSimes, 

-irmen.cap. 27. for which a Man cannot obtaine pardon,+though heefhould 
repent neuer {o heartily, | 

Theſe are the Opinions of Men'incomparably Leamed 
and Tudicious in ther time, vnto. whom wee aſcribe due re- 
uerence,and glorifie God for his Graces beſtowed onthem 
to the Illumination of his Church, | 

Bur foraſmuch as theſe forenamed worthyes, neuer deſi- 
red, that. their Authority , Antiquity, or 'Leamning, (ſhould 
preiudice verity, as it appearcth by their owne Confeſſions, 
{tor that were;toftop vp the way whichleadcth to finde the 
Truth) Iam bolde therefore to trauaile after them, in the In- 
quiſition of this Myſtcrie, and aſſuming by the way, what 
they hadfound and difceuercd before, I will annex thereun- 
to,what I ſhall Tudge to: the farther Illuſtration of the Ob- 

| ſcurity, fofarre as God: hath enabled mee, -{ubmitting the 
wholetothe Cenſure of the Chureb, | 


Moral. (ap. 28, 
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- A Sinne, may be faid ro bee Iremiſſible, for one,or all of 
theſe refpetts following. 
Either Abſolutely in itt owne Nature : 
-- Orinrefpe&t of the Hine power of the forginey : 
- Oran relbe etof the Preparitine diſpoſition of the offendey, 
Inrefpect of the Sinne it {elfe; it hath this common vnto- | 
x,with altother Sinnes ; that it mericeth Erernall Death, but 
it hath this proper vnto it ſelfe, thar it is [rremediably mortall, 
perpetually puniſhed , and Neceſſarily Irremiſſible ; and 
therefore it 1-08 by St. [obn, Ee ad mortem, 1n- bow i Sup, 
Clufine, for which hee would not hawe 25 to pray: 
For as in Bodily death,there are three thinges : 
Firlt, laſſe of Life. 
Secondly, corruption of Diſpoſition. of the Body to re- 
cciue Life. 
Thirdly, Impoſſhbility of reperation by Nature. 
So in this Smne , there arc three Circumſtances which 
make the Offender vnrecouerable. 
Firſt, lofſe of the Soules life, by Apoſtacy ; For exery | 
Branch that abideth net in (hriſt witheretb, and is caff into 9.15. 
the Fire, 
Secondly, a generall De-ordmation or deprauation ofthe . 
powers,and facultics of the Soule, by nalice and hatred a- 
gainft God ; which rebukerh the holy Spiret of Diſcipline, $41.1, 
when it commeth, that Grate cannot enter ints their wicked 
heart, For 2s Auguſtine ſanh.; Aduerſus gratians, qua re- Lib. 1. de Ser, 
conciliatns ft Deo, innidie fatibus agitatur, they rage with 79. Monte, 
Enuy,againſt that Grace, whereby they. hould bee reconci- 
kd vntoGod. 
Thirdly, an Impoſſibility of refttution by Repentance ; 
For their - Hears i1 waxed fat, and their Eares ave dull of Elay.s, .' - 
bearing, and with therr Eyes they winke; (eaſt they ſhowld [er 
mab therr Eyes, and beare with their Eares, or ſhould ndev= 
Hg _ their Heart,and ſhould returne, that God might 
ws 
So that they had rather./e numquanyſeluari, quan Chriſtum poder, Ss 


recipere, 
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49 The Sinne of Blaſphemie >. 
recepere, beecternally daraned, then receue Cm R1ST; So 
that the Sinne is /mpugnatinum Medici Remedy, Imp 
neth the Phyſitian and his Medicine, Chriſt and his Sacrifice, 
Secondly, a Sinne may bee ſaid to be Irremiſſible ; in ro- 
ſpect of the power of the forgiuer ; There is no Sinne fo 
great and deadly, which God cannot forgiue, in reſpect of 
his power which is A5ſolwre ; bur this Sinac hee cannot for- 
Ea giue, inreſpect of his power which is O-dmate ; becauſe 
en poi bon + Dems xih1l poteft contra ſe God can doc nothing againlt him- 
: Ticuz, felfc,or his Truth. Forthe Apoſtle faith; - Hee + armor deny 
him(elfe ;vpon which wordes, Anſe/me alledgeth, D1on!fs.45 
thus fitly reaſoning.to my purpoſe, 
SANE Surmet negatio, caſus veritatis eft, veritas autem az eſt, 
Dd. ATE Eg: OF veritatr caſus, non wr fc, | 
The denyall ofhimſelfe, is the fall ofthe Truth ; but the 
Truth is £x-ſtent.or being, and the fill of the Truthis Non 
&r,not Being ; If therefore the Truth be +, thatts Exiftent, 
and the denyall of the Truth Non 6», not Ex:ſtent ; the fall 
of Exiltent,is to fall from Beeing; for God cannot fall, and 
not be Non #r,not Exiſtext; And therfore he caunor forgiue 
this Sinne, without the Annihilation of himſelfe , and his 
Kingdome. : 
$47.1, mandat» And therefore Z ancbixsnote is obſcruable, faying ; This 
Sinne,doth [ngn/wm Dei petere, intend the Ruine, and dc- 
ſtruction of God. | 
And becauſe there is no other Sa/wation then by the Death 
of Chr:ſt, therefore alſo is this finne Irremiſſible. 
Raymurd. $:- Becauſe Chriſt his Death(in the opinion of a worthy Di- 
band. m wile yine) which was conſummated with ſuch wicked handes, 
me Da 03-6 cannot blot out that Sinne, by which it is wrought; His rex- 
ms ſonis annexed, Cum ipſacirea bune plus 1peratur mals qu rm 
mors eius operetur Konuns, Sceing the ſlaying of Chriſt, 
was farre more heynous, then hetks of M.nby Chriſt 
his Death, was precious; for Chriſt his Death reſpeCteth vs 
onely, who are oth #7; but their frewe tenderh vnto him, 
who is [finite in Goodaes and Maicſty. 
And 


Compmd.Thesl, 
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' And this opinion, with the Reaſon of $*. Arſelme, Ono. j 4.1. 
wiar peccarnm quod contra perſanam illins fit , Intomparas» Cur Devs bey:a, 
biliter ſuperat omnia alia , que extra perſonam illins Copttars (af.1 4, 
poſſnnt ; Becauſe that Sin, which is commirtedagainſt Chr;f 
his perſon, doth incomparably exceede all thoſe; which may 
be conceited without his perton, 

Thirdly, a Sinne may be irremiſſible , in reſpe& of the 
preparative Diſpoſition of the offender, It is atrue Saying 
of Auguſtine; Ynicreanuit te ſine te, non inſtificabit te ſine yevorh, T1 
8-, Hee that madethee without thy helpe,, will not iuſtific rmi. 
thee without thy conſent ;/ for vnleaſt thou turne ro God by 
Repentance, God will not turne to thee by forgiueneſſe; for 
beforc Repentance, man is not Suſceptibleof Gods Grace, 
by which Remiſſion of: Sinmes is wrought ; Bur'ſo foule is ,;,, 4.5, 


this Sinne (as «Auguſtine ſaith) ve deprecands bumilitatem dumini x Mun:: 


ſubire no poſit, That the Offender cannor humble him- 
ſelfe to craue pardon, but they rather lifeyp their Horne 
agaiaſt the Lord, and his Annointed , and tiiey have prepoſ- 
ts you penitend:,a reſolute purpoſe neuer to repent; Other- Gf.43- 
wiſe; could they repers, it were poſſhble , which they can- 

not.doe, ned ſcilicet eterna cecitate oc. Becauſe they are calun, ntir, 
ſrucken with vnrecouerable blindnes for their Ingratitude, (6. z.cap.3. 


and at their belt, they proue but like [ndas , Query non pes De ponitediſt.z. 


witentia duxit ad Dominum : ſed Neſperatio fraxit ad L 1- cap. Sceleratier. 


quem ; whom repentance drew not backeto the Lord, bur © {<a 
Defpaire to the Halter ; whoſorrowed not, propter amorens 
Des, for the louche bare to God whom hee betrayed ; bar 
er enormitaters 7ci, for the haynous treafonhe commit- 
ted; and Jbinnulla Remiſſio , vbi nulla poſit efſe panitentia, Gorrhen. 


there can beno pardon , where there canbe no Repare 7*-Mar1.99.3. 
tance. | _ 


. /Tobebricfe (as the Apoſtle faith) 7r 1s impoſſible, that _ 
they who were once lighinea , and haue taſted of rhe beamenty 
gift , and were mad: partakers of the Holy Ghoſh , and bawe 
Paffed of thegoolt word of God, and of the powers of the world 
Locoine, If bey fall a:»ay foreld be reyewed ag aine by rep one 
G 


tawce, 


Bonam 2.Sent. 
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42 The Sinne of Blaſphemic_ 
tance , ſeting the) erucific agtine to themſelues the Soune of 
God,avd maker a mocke of him, 
Vpon which words 4rſelme writing faith; that therefore 
- Bis impoſſible, that ſuch ſhould be renewed ; Q»1a nolrnt 
revonari , becaulc they will not be renewed ; Sothat, New 
eft excuſatio Iufirmitatis corum, ſed culpa voluntatis, They 
carinotexcule themſelues by pleading Infirmity , bur con= 
demne the peruerſeneſſe of their owne will, who had rather. 
abide as they arc, then be renewed ; 
For to cxecrable an hatred doethey carrie againſt God, 
1.Cor.13. Which (as the Apoſile faich of Chanty) sdinors inrinru, 
Newer falleth away ; 
Ex wct.quodam = Therefoxe one rightly expreſſed the Nature of this Sinne, 
21a. ſcrip. con.= that it is, Sibi ipſp cauſa, et ſemper camſa eſt, et ſemper eff ; It 
yr is cauſed by the party himſelfe, and this cauſc is uall, 
1 9 andthe Sinne which isthe ffeR,, is perpetual allo; Sothar 
a their Malice continueth againſt God,cuen indeath; and they 
«ic.de Santo thas depart out of this lite, with hatred toward God , Sub 
wiet.tratt. de godem morbo- in 4ternum tabeſcant , Euverlatingly lan- 
'p1.Blaſphem; ouſhi; ynder the, fame diſcaſe.; and ever hating, never re 
pent,, | and therefore hee termeth this Sinne, Aternum Deli- 
tum, the cyerlafting Sinne ; and neuer repenting ; hee is 
aternaluer ot eternidelitts , tor .cucrculpable of the eter- 
nall Sinne, 
Hereuponthe Ancients made fwallperſeuering theresn,to 
RALITA be complementum huins peccati , the Confurmationof this 
$8 .,  Sinne; whichis true if it beſpoken, by w of Neceſſarie 
$#p.12.£4p PO - ay 
Luc, Concomitance not of caſuall exent ; then every ſine 
wherein a man departeth out of this life 7Tawperdtent, were 1r- 
remifſible, which is falſe; Therefore inmy Text, wee finde 
<uayrarlyror, inthe preter ImperteCtence,, prexſippoling 


0:cummnin 


44.44 A fontinuall progreſle therein , as the Greeke Scholialt hath 

_ — obſerued before me. 
| Therefore eAngaftine rudged this ſmme-to- be vnpardo- 
1b queſt. de ngble, Now guia Blaſphemia, fed quia ex Malenelentia, not 


eps te. axitis fimpleBlaſphemy ; But becauſe it procecdeta from, 


an1 


a i FTI, | —_— — 
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and is alway accompanied with Malice againſt God, which 


ncuer ceaſeth. 


So that this fine , may be ſaid tobe ynpardonable, Ne- Compend.Thee- 
gatine, as the Diuels which neuer (hall be rguen ; logb.y.ca.ry 


Prematine , becauſe there is no Congruence in this Sinne 
to be forgiuen. 

Contrary becauſe it hath a Diſpoſition reſiſting remiſſion. 

I will adde the Iudgement of Scotws for a Su 

Ad peccatum in Spiritum Sanitum , requiruntar tria; Sp-2.Sox. 
Thage things mult concurre , to the conftitution of that Sin ©/*-43- 
againſt the Holy Gholt ; 

Firlt, ſer alrce. 

Secondly, it muſt be againſt the Commaundements of the 
firft Table, (which reſpecterh the whole dury of Man viito 
God _ 


Thirdly, it muſt be attended with that , which moſt op- 
poſeth Conuerhion vnto God , which is finall [mpenitence ; 
not becauſe a man dicth without Repentance , but becauſe 
he hath a purpoſe neuer to repent, which proceedeth of De- Lih.de fide ad 
ova z As-it doth appeare faith eAwugaftine in Copy , and Pirmn. 


Andlet this ſuffice, to haue beene ſpoken of this fearefull 
ſhnne, according to the capacity of my ſhallow ynderſtand- 
ing : If any one thinke otherwile, I refuſe not his opinion, if 
it may appeare true. 
Let every one, who wiſhcth well vnto his owne foule, 
looke into himlelfe ; that there be not found in him, an ewiÞ 
and vufanhfull heart, to depart away from the lining Lord, Hed.3. 
« Let every one proue himlelfe, hither he be in the faith, , ©... 
examime himſelfe, know himſelfe, whither Ieſiu be in him, or 
that he bg 4 Reprobate; for if any one withdraw himſelfe, my Hcb.1 0. 
fonle ſpall bawe nopleaſurein hmm, ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, 
_ God forbid, that either Arheiſme ſhould fo blinde vs, or 
MM abwmetiſme alienate vs, or /udieſme ſuſpend vs, or Hy- 
pecrifie poylon vs; or Papiſme-delude vs ; or Epicwriſane 
corrupt vs ; that we ſhould cither with Diagoras, Dewn ex- 
G 2 eludere 
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44 The Sd þe 
cladere atly denie God ; of with Protegeras, Dean is ds 
bigm vecere, once doubt whither there be a God or no- - 

_ Orthat with AMaburmedes Sergins, and th2 7 wurkes, wee 
ſhould demie Jeſus to be God, and affwrne him to be the Sors 
of Afarg, £t.nen nf nuorng Dri, and but onely an Am- 
baſſadour of Gods, as other Prophets before him hadbeen; 
and that Chi{lions crre, making him their God, Plaſquans 
predicaverit nobir, more then/he commanded or required at 


aur, hands, and shat therefore we reape no benefit by him. 


Ortha wich the »«gabond [ewes , wee ſhould reno@nce 
him, becauſe hee brought not the whole world at his com= 
ming, vnde: his ſubicQion, and gathered not their outcaſts 
from all pants of. the world —_ ; built chem not anevw 
Llexulalem, in Aſonnr Syo7., and gathered them not thither;: 
to obſerue the whole Law of Moſer, m great peace ,- and 
profperny , and made them not i , and impaſſible 
therein. z .and.that therefore wee ſhould expe anuther 
Mi ffivs. TT 

_ Or that with-the ſuper /rrions Papiſfs , wee ſhould by 
faigning folle things of Chrift , not worſhip him bur our 
owne fictions , and aſcribe the honour proper vmo hin#, te 
cher, , which 1 enmino non colore.; not: to worſhip hun 
at all. . | 

Ar that with the vo/uprwons Epicure., we ſhouldnepleRt 
his ſeruice, and liue to our ſclues onely ; as if hee regarded 
not, what Man doth on/Earth , nos reſpecteth the Honour 
p41 ſhould giuc him. © 

Or that withthe paiwred Hipocrite; wee ſhould be Chri- 
{tans butin ſhew, hike ſome of the Courtiers of Conftanti- 


ws Chlorws., who choſe raher to renounce Chriſt | thenthe- 


Emperours Seruice, whomhe afterward worthily tg$1eRed ; 
as Traytors to him wha woutd not be fairhfuſtro God; - 

Or bur to ferue their owneturne , likethe preedy-Cotr- 
tiers of Conft:ntinethe great, who were Chriſhans op:nione 
rex, in concett onely,” * + | | 

And therefore ready to turne witheuery blaſt of __ 

c 


- 
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like Erebolhis the Sephiff of Conftenitivepie; who! conformed $eciar.1h. 


hin!{clfe to the divers Religions of fundry Emperours. 


When Conflaxties [nnwy ruled, hee feemed a zealous 7? 


Chriſtian : when the Empire came vnto /nlwen the Apoſtarn, 
kc as carneftly maintained Pagazyſme', and when [owianus 
was Emperour , he embraced Chuiltianity againe ; and c+ 
ſing hiniſcite onhis face, before the Church gate ;cryed our, 


Ale quaſi Salem infipidum pedibus conculcate , tread mee 


kke vnſauourie Salt vnder your fecte. 

Into any of theſe may the Naturall manfall , through In- 
kirmity of the fleſh, or ignorance in the vnderftanding; But 
chat a Chriltian, who hat once taſted of the ſweet Mercies 
of the Lord, embraced the Goſpell, certified his conſcience 
thereof, and reioyced therein, ſhould notwithſtanding, after 
deſpiſe it, reiect it, perſecute it, in heart, in word, in act, not 
through infirmity, nor by ignorance , but of meere malice 
againtt God;tocenfure fuch as I am not able ; Uincit offici- 
wm kngue, ſcelerit magunads, It sa Sinne volpeakeable. 


For ſeeing it is true of Chrift ; Pro emmibus que eribuift; (hryſe? 21d 
robis O Chriſte, nth alind petis quam ſalnari, booipfum tyi- Boner. 11. de 
buens, ct accivientibus grat 2 agers; for all the good things 9744-irt. 


that thou haſt ptuen vs O Chriſt, thou craueſt at our hands, 
no other reward; then that we would vouchfafe to be faued 
by thee, both giuing vs Szluation, and thanking vs alſo, that 
we will recetueit. 

Ts net he then deſeruedly permitted toflaughter his owne 
foule, who is cruell tohimfelfe, yea Encaue to loue him- 
ſcife, becauſe he would haue vs il? 

The con(ideration whereof moucd Pd{jcarpws , that holy 
Biſhop of Smyrna , when he was exhorted and commaunded 
| ay ON , todiſdainc his owne life , ad to an- 


vere the Procenſull in thee tormes ; + Fonreſcore and fixe Fuſ 0.15.4, 
yeares baue | ſerurd bims avd hitherto hath he bart me imme. | © - bt, 
thing ; nd how-canT hen, Adelrdicere Rege mes qm1 me ſer- C2a/.1F» 


abit. Bliſpheme my Kirig who fanedme ? 
We liue inacolde agewhereinthe Souks of tgen ate be- 
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146 T ve Sine of Blaſphemie_ | 
nummed, hauing.no 5 "es of Dcuotion, yaltable,and Tri. 
ligious, as ready to all downe to Baall, as to the true God 
of Iſrael, yeato forlake Curr, and to worſhip Ante. 
ch1ift, 

4 x lightly doe men eſteeme the Sinne of Apoſtacy from 
the Goſpell, it appearerh. by the multitude of thoſe, who 
dayly paſle away fromvs to Popery, and thoſe not onely of 
the bale and Ignorant fort, who like the /ewin the H:ſtoriau 
Sorrat. lib. 7. paſſe from one Sc&t,toanother, Ve mwultas corradant pecung- 
&ccl.h1/*.17- 2s,In hope of gaine to enrich themſelues thereby? But ofthe 

Learned; and thoſe who know the Law of God ; yea the 
Sonnes of Lewi betray the Temple, they who ſhould preſent 
other yneo Chrift, lye themiclucs from Chriſt, and rayle at 
the Holy one of Iſrael. 

Burt if their malice againft Man, make them take Armes 
azainſt G O D, their ſtate is damnable, like Tertafian,who 
at the fir{t,oucrthrew the Blaſpemies of Heretiches by his 

nent. Lyr. Writings, Velut quibuſdam fulminibus, 2s it were with ſo 
cont.ber.cap.24 many thunderbolts, yet in the end, toauenge himlelfe of the 
Roman Clergie, hee fell away from the Truth, to Afonta- 
ne/Me, | 
go Spirits, impatient of the aduancement of per- 
ſons more worthy then themtelues, perfidiouſly flye tothe 
Tents of Aztechrift, where they may open their mourhes 
Apocalips 13. ynto Blaſphemy againſt God, to Blaſpheme bi: Name , and 
bis Tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heanen, 

Thinke you it a ſmall matter, to make a mocke ofthe 
Goſpell, by Cauponizing the Scriptures, to palliat your 
Cauterized Conlciences ; like eArrins that wretch , who 
broached his peſtilent Blaſphemy againſt {hr:ft, of meere 

Theo/or. Uþ. 1. malice, becauſe that good Alexander was wasthily cle&ed 
1/'.cc1.:4-2- Biſhop of Alexandria before him? 

The Church is happrly deliuered of fuch Monſters ; and 
though ſhee be Pia & Miſericors Mater , glad to receiue 
her loſt Children louingly, yet luch proue for the moſt part 
ynnaturall,and diſpiſe her; and returne not with a minde to 

periiſt 


, -- _ * 
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perk ; ' like Ecebolinr whom the Church had twice re- 
ceiued, but as hee was light and vnconſtant at the firft; Src ©... ;: ure 
ques poftea permanſu, tohee cominued to the end, {ach the ge eadem. 
iltory. 
I by not, that {uch committhat Srwme againi? the Holy 
Gb ; but this Chrift faith; Hee that #1 not with mee, i a- 
gainſt me, And this I ſay; Hee that flycthtothe Tents of Math.rs. 
Amtechriſt and ſpeaketh and writeth matters, againtt the 
luggeltionof his owne Conſcience, tending to the diſhonour 
of Chriſt, and his Goſpell ; perfecuting that Truth in other, 
which they profeſle ſecretly in themſclues, ſuch 'cannot be 
free from this Sinne; yea this Sinne in them is Inchoarwy, cv. n;w4., 
begun,they being Hereticiſciemtes, witting Heretickes,and'lib. 4. par. 1, 
are no better then their reprobate” Father Balaam , who Ca7.3. 
louing the reward of /»iqw12y, gaue councell, how-the peo- 
ple of {ſrae/l might bee drawne no offend God, forgetting 
what hee Propheſied before, and what hee had heard from 23+ 
God, accounting all for nothung, that hee might fatisfic his 
owne cquetous minde. . 
Wherefore ſhould not the: Apoſtates mthis Age, receiue 
the ike Cenſure, which the Church in her firtt, and ſecond 
Primatine, and all other citates, mflicted ypon bale reuol- 
ters,and that with ſtrict Scuerity:? That is, that No Clergy Þ//!-So.c9;, S4- 
tas of what ejtate ſormer, baning once fled away to the A1- uns OI 
wer ſary, and returned agame to the Church, Ad { lericatum © -_ 
redeat, velin Clero-permareat , Should cxecure- that holy 
Function, or not rather be degraded from the fame. 
This was S', eAngnſtme his centure, for meaner crimes, 
prouoked by the zeale of Crods houte, rothis rigorons Dit- 
cipline ; Burwhen preently after, hee cenfureth yeeightier 
oftences, vnder an Indefinite terme ; wherem hee includeth, . 
A temporary Apoſtacy of an ambitions minge , mtending 4 
ſeeming paritentiall retwrne, to the end hee might bee congrae 
tnlated by the Church with high preferment, (2s it appearcth 
by his wordes) Heperemptorily faith; Hos ſerri Canones 
mrecuperabuner deyciun: ; Such are degraded -yxthout any 
hope 
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43 The Sinnt of Waſphamje_s 
hope of reſtaurationto their Prieffly FumRion ; So that he ſe 
ucrely determined, Yr poſt att am penitentiam de damnabili 

Crime, nemo fit Clericas, Notwithſtanding their Penance 
ſuch was their crime, that they might not regaine the vie of 
their Prieſthood, | 

Serraz. lb, 1., This Cenfaregwas ſtouly executed againſt gArrins by 

Ecc!. tyji, Cap. that inuincible Champion of Chriſt his Church, renowned 

W. Atharaſius, that vndanted Biſhop of Alexavdria, notwith- 
Randing the menacing Letters of the Emperours, directed 
vnto him in the behalte of Arrins , for his reſtanration into 

the Church; vnto whom hee would in no wife condiſcend ; 
- Signifying vnto Conſtantiwe likewile by Letters, that it could 
not bee ; Fe illi qui fidems irritam fecyſent, quibuſg, ab Ec- 
. Clefia Anathemaeſſit denunciat um, tanquam poſtiminio re- 
denntes, gradum ſunm recuperarent ; That they,. who had 
once renounced their Faith, and receiued an Anathema from 
the Church, ſhould receiue their Degree againe in the 
Church,returning home againe as perfidious Fug#tines. 

Nor was this (cuerity newly then praftiſed in the Church; 
for Cyprian himſclte that glorious Martyr, wholc ſinguler 
l-nicy appeareth, in his Impugning the auſterity of the Ne- 
watiens, (who would 2drmit none into the Church who was 
once fallen in perſecution, though through infirmity) wri- 
teth thus of the Admiſſion of renolters, after the penitentiall 

Ciba. EP, 3 —_— Ir talibus preg neg dari, won 
oh  tamendebet imaomofraeiperfidia permanere. 

—_ Let it ſuffice es ur that at their returne, they 
receive pardon of their offence ; nor let them expect,to in- 
toy their former office of Prieſthood in the Churcia, becauſe 
of their perfidious Excurfionz For-what ſhall wee reſerite 
for the Good; Innocent, and thoſe who-haue conftantly-per- 
fftedin the Church, if wehonour thoſe, who haue gone out 
from vs and rebelled again(t the Church? BE 

Of Trophinut the Prieſt, who fled bur onely to the Ns- 
wations, ( who were rather Schiſmaricks then Heretickes ) 
. this is his cenfure, 


After 


= After Conference ( ſaithhee) with other Biſhops held, 
Trophbimms was received, bur the rather, becauſe many Bre- 
thren who were gone out from ys , returned againe with 
him; yet ſo was hee admicted; Vt Layens communicet , to 
conuerſe in the Church as a Layman,” Non -quaſs lorum' of 
Sacerdatis vſurper.and not to execute the Office of a Prieſt; 
yet would hee not aſſent that they ſhould bee ſo received, 
Ame Exomologeſims publicam, ante per«ttam publice pani- _ YE" 
tentiam cum ſatisfattione, ante manum ab Ep:iſcopo, & wnj- 09.3. Cp17-18 
werſo Olerg inp.onitentiam lapſys impoſiram ;'Betore publicke 
confefſionmade, before publicke petmnance done -with fatif- 
faction, before the Biſhop and Clergy had laide their handes 
on them, to receiue them as penitents; Hee molt cagerly re- 
buketh it, and moſt exa&ly prohibiterh, the Euchariſtto be 
adininiftred vntoſuch,or offered vpfor them. | 

Of ſuch, ſaith {onſtantinus Brlhop of Cypras , in the ; queſt,7. 
Councell of Melda ; S: yubs ſponte ad Heriticos vadit, & can.commm mir 
accipit ordinationem, WONYEecipiarar, bus, 

If any one, who before was an Orthodoxall Chriſtian, 
go out vnto Hereticks,and receiueth Orders at their _ 
lethim not vpon his penitentiall returne home againe, bec 
recciued indehe Church 2 a Prieſt. wo 

Therafins the Patriarch accordeth in the next place ; and 
the holy Synode concludeth, Foc eff wſtvm indrcinm, this 
is wt Tudgement, - . Certaine tis; that Clergy and Laity, 
were lyable in auncient times to a fourefold puruſhment, viz, Archidiae, ex, 
To Excommuntication, to Depoſition from Orders or other = Sum, de 
Dignity, Confiſcation of their ods, and laſtly to militas OO. 
ry Perſecution, and to bee deliuercd ouer, to the Secular 


Lb. 4. Fpiſt.2, 
ad Anton. 


awer,, | | | 

F - No lefſe,orgreater Seuerity, was extended againſt Apo- 

' fates, by the ancient Decrees of Chriſtian Emperors ; They £94-55.1. tir.to 

confiſcated their Goo?'s, they were deprined of the ordmary ct- _ ques iege 3+ 

will Primiledges of (briffiaxr, they wiight wot ſlicceed in Tube. © 7% S042 
rifance, or bee mide beyres of the Guads by Lands of theix 

Parents , they were As” Mt... remote Rs; 
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they werenenes tereturne backs, wor to reconer their former 
Priviledges. 

Nec flagitinm hornm obliter abitur penitentia ; nor ſhall 
their foule offence bee put away by their pgnitence, ar bee 
{moothed our with' any cunning ſhadow of defence; for 
thoſe who haue fallenthrough inftirmity or Error, they re. 
cciued ypontheir repentance ; but as for thoſe wicked ones, 
nt fid-m quam Deo dr arcaverint, polluermt, qus prodentes 
druinum myſterim, in prophana migrauerint, qui ſanthng 
Baj tiſma prophanarurt, ys aito remedio penitentta ( que for 
let alys errmumbus adefſ} ) ſ:crmrritur ; For thoſe, ( 1iay ) 
who haue falſified theix Faith before dedicated to yy" 
betraying the Sacred myRterics of Chrifliznicy, haue 
to Jax. Ju Herehe, m gem prophaned their holy Bape 
tifme, they car haue no remedy by repentance, as other 
kinde of offenders recetue. 

They might got make a Will or Teſtament, they might 
neither ſell or bequeath ought, but their Goods were 
{towed onthe next of their kindred, that were Chviltians ; 
and that by the Law. | 

If any. Mafter ſhould{cduce wato Herefre amy bond or 
Freeman, by compulſion or perſwafion; Cun: difpemaio for- 
1narum capite pumendum eſſe cenſemes. they cenſured him 
to forfeit his Goods and his =_ ( which Law I doewith 
were in force among vs now 2lfo,) Cler and Moncks 
who forſookethe Orthodoxall Eadh,and imbaaced che Ho- 
refie, and abhominable opinions of «Apo!linaris or Enticher, 
were tyablc'to all the forcnamed pimiſhments, and morco- 
ucr were baniſhed outthe Roman Territorics. 

Intheſfc precedent Authorities, wee hehold the practiſe , 
of the Church in former Ages,agamſt 4poftatical! Miniſters ; 
the efte&t whereof1s 25 followerh : 

That what Prieſt foeuer, went out from the Church, and 
loyned himſclfe with Heretickes ; but -after renouncinghis 
Herche, returned witha true penitent Heart, ( which 
leldome graneth vntoſuch kinde of perſons) yer _— 

ng 
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ſtanding hee could not bee admitted to the execution ofhis 
funttion inthe Church againe ; The which, were they in 
force urtheſe dayes among vs, Rem ſhould haue lictle cauſe 
hereafter,to boalt of the increaſe ofher trayterous Preſelites; 
and the people who are like ſo many filly Sheepe, would be 
tefſe icandalized, and more {afe from the danger of theſe 
bloody Romiſh rauening Wolucs, who {pare no coſt or tra- 
uaile, to Inuite themto relinquiſh the yan, committ2d to 
their fidelity, that ypon their departure, and intheir abſence, 
they may enter vpon the ſlocke, to ſcatter and deuoure it, 
And becaule barking Dogs are molt neceſſary for their 
pryſcruation ; Therefore the Wolf: laboureth with all his 
craft, to'enter league with the Dog, that he may ioyne with 
him, and cauſe hunto reenter vpon them, to their vtter de- 


Such was the purpoſe of the Macedonian Prince, when 
hee demaunded tenne of the chiefe Orators of the A hen:- 
8s, of which number, Demo/henes ſhould bee one ; on 
which condition, hce promiled to raiſe his _ 

I ſcemed but a ſmall requeſt, nreſpe& of the prgſerua- 
tion of the whole Citty ; but Demoſthenes the Prince ofhis 
profefſton, who well forefaw,whatthe euent would proue, 
diſcouered the damage, in this ſubſequent parable. 


The Wolnes ſaid vnto the Shepheards, the onely cauſe of |, 


frife b: tweene you and v9, are the Dogs; therefore ts end the 
| We give vs your 'Dogs, aud wee will be friends ; which 
cing per furmed, the Shepbeard:s afterward being fallen 4 
fleepe 3 the Welurs rvſht in ſecurely, and denoured cruelly, and 

#1 great aboundance. 
And no maruaile, ſeeing the Dog, which ſhould haue 
piucn warning of their approach ,by barking, and haue repel- 
ed or deſtroyed them by byring, was at that time abſent, 

and out of the way. 

So if the Miniſters, whomthe holy Scriptures in this re- 
ſpeR, reſemblerh ynro Dogs, depart from the people com- 
* znicted to their charge ; 1 aducrſary hath free Ingrefle left 
o vine 
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58: The Sizne of Bla 
vito them, tortruour without controle ;' This was the poſi. 
tique practiſe ofthar dereſtable Arriws, who that hee might 
make clearer paſſage for his blaſphemous Hereſte, kbourcd 
mainly, an4 arlength wrought the Baniſhment of Arhane«. 
+45, an of certainc of the ſtouteſt and moſt learned Biſho 
who rchited him ; Bur if they -goe-out to Joyne* with he 
Prieſts of Seal, and | ke Bal/aaum bee drawen byreward, to 
curſe Gods people, whome hee hath bleſſed, they become 
more dangcrous,and noyfome then the Enemy. 

And becauſe they betray the Goſpell of C 11 n 1 5 r fitting 
1 Heauen, they arc little berter in this,then their Father /u- 
das the Traytor, who betrayed his perſon to his enemies the 


; Tewes, when hee liued vpon Earth ; and their Sinne being 2- 


like, their cenſure ſhould not bee different, but the faine; 
Therefore, let their 4we!ling bee D:ſart, ana let othey take 
therr Office, and that without retrafl.tion, . 

. For thy craelty againſt thy Brother Tacob, ſhame fall co- 
ver thee, and thou ſhult bee cut off for ener, ({aith God of 
Edom.) 

Whereby in an Alegory hee ſheweath that Heretickes 
ought to bee cut off, for their cruelty againſt the Church, by 
corrupting the true Faith thereof, by renting the coate of the 
Spouſe, by ———_ to dettroy the Vineyard of the Lord 
of Sabaoth, by perſecuting, baniſhing, circumuenting the 
Miniſters thereof; by corrupting many of them, either by 
violence,or deceipt, or reward and pxomotion. 

O lat the ( hildren of Edoms bee remenybred in the day of 
Ternſalem, how they faid ; Downe with it, downe with it, ewen 
ro the gronnd : O Danghter of Babilon waſted with miſery ; 

yea happy ſhall he be; that rewardeth thee, as thou haft ſrrucd 
vs; Blefſed ſpall be bet that taketh thy Children, and throw- 
eth them againſt the tones, A 

For why ſhould not wee bee as forward, to auenge the . 
Truth again(t thoſe who Sinne of malitious wickednes a- 
gainlt the ſame ; As thoſe trayterous Apoſtates are cameft 
to "npugne the fame, wath.the prouge violence of the 
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of fal/hood ; Therefore let thtir tranale come on 
Mr owne bead,and thei wirbednes fall ox their owne pate, 

Andfuch is therr end for the moſt part ; for as [udas.ofter 
he had betrayed his Maſter with a kiſſe , hanged himſclfe, 
and thereby preuented his truc repe mance; So thoſe [nd a1- 
call Apoſtates , take away hope of repentance from them- 

(clues, by frming direflly againſt the kyowne ruth and their 
endis often de{paire, or confounding felfe-will, obſtinacie, 
and periſh out of the Church, as it hath beene obſerued i all 
ages; yea ut ſhould ſceme, that God hath ummediatly by his 
owne hand ( according totheir def crt) mrercepted them. 

Obſcrue Arrivs that Manſter his hithy death, moſt fir for , Ruffc.hi.r 
ſo wretched aMiſcreant ; as he {erued his body , his bowels þ/1.co.!cap.r x 
guſhed out. 

HM rtanubegan well, (as did [ndas) their end was not Fulih, th.y, 
much different, he rangled himfelfe , and Iſarimilla his ©9714 
Trull with aH: :ker; and Theodotws that begat this hzrefie 
inthem was o bel: xred, that hee perſwaded himſelfe, hee 
ſhould be exalted, and affumed into Heauen, but in his Ex- 
altation. intothe ayre periſhed miſerably. 

Neſterixs his tongue was cate vp» by the wormes , his Serra? 
feigned recantation cfpied , procured his deferued depriua- (4; «2Zo 
uon and exile, whereas he dyed out of the Churel1, 

Though Abercor did publikely repent at Rowse ; yet w3s *7o;; 22). 
he receiucd into the Church, but on condition, that iS; if he proſe cine. ad- 
reſtored and brought becke 2g2inc into the Churdy, thoſe eſs May. 
whom he had before ſeduced; He was preuenced by death, 
and not pertor:ning the condition, forfaitcd his peace. 

Icould exemp lite the like in this lat age,and that in marry 
both doineſtick and torraignc, tince the Church hath bin rc- 
formed ; but I liſt not to plucke dead men by the beard; T 
baue onzly annexed the Hiltory of Francis Sprere , by way 
of an Append to this tracrate ; roreſtifie this truth( in ſtead 
of the rc{t. 

What ? muſt al then peri(]}, the ignorant, as the learned ? 
the weake as the ltrong ? 
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I wiſh onely, that the Bondwoman were caſt out with 
her Baſtard ; 

Farre be it from me, to murmure at the Church her Ma- 
rernall clenencic , toward my brother who was once loſt, 
but hath returned againe: yniutt indignation were that, which 
ſhould growe from my brothers ioyfull reconciliation; 1 
mourne for their departure, and pray for their returne, who 
hauc gone out from vs by Heretteall ſedultion , or have bin 
ſeduced by a ſurrepritions error ; or haue beene occalionally 
carried away , by Terror and wrolent compu'ſion ; Let thei 
vnfaigned penitence, with true humiliation , procure them 
indulgence, ſo they may truly pleadefor themſclues, Simple 
1g nor awce and dreading ” firwuy. 

Againſt thoſe onely, let it be an irreuocable Canon, and 
indiſpenſable decrec , who haue gone out from vs yepls 
ez4yxuc, not through {ubtill ſeduction, or violent coaltraint, 
but of thcir owne perucrſe will; Ler them be caſt out as dead 
branches, let chem wither, let men gather them, and caſt them 
mmto the fire, and there let them burnewith the firſt Apoſtata, 

Let no man obic& the lenity of the Councelt of Nire to 
volumary Renoliers; they held them dyd&15 graarSparias, 
ynworthy of any fauour or humanity to be extended toward 
them; they enioyned them a three-fold pernance, to be per- 
formed for the {pace of twelue yeares, without any mention 
of reſtauration to their holy function. 

Conceit it notwithſtanding, by way of implication; thou 
canſt not fo ſhake off the bands. 

The Church tempered her Decrees , according to the nc- 
ceility of the Time; But heare what the Cavon laith ; 

Luod pro remedio ac neceſſitate temporis inſtututm ſuit, 
conſtu4 primitus non fuiſſe ; qu14 ergoneceſſuas pro remedio 
reperitgcrſſante viig, neceſſitate, debet ceſſare pariter quod yy 
gebat,4c. Adiſpenſation enforced by the neceſſity of the 
time, may not be obſcrued as a common law that cannot be 
al:erec; for the cauſe which vrged being ceaſed, the diſpen- 
{.tion likewiſe oult be yoyde ; for a lawfull order is one 
thing, 
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.ching, ated an enforced vſurpation is another. 

Who did euer reade any auncient Canon, which receiued 
fuch kinde of A , Who wtnt out for ſome temporall 
C ity,or tor aduanceent to high dignity ? Sure I arn,, 
I may vie eAzg»ftme his words truly, of mott of our perfi- 
dious Apoſtates ; 


Expertus credo mult rum fietas pamntentias, per a Feltatas D th FE. <S4- 


howrum potentias ; 

Experience maketh mee confident to auerre , that many 
went out, in hope, they ſhould vpontheir talſe repentance, 
be entertained into the Church , with ſome high preferment 
to an honourzble office therein, 

They decciue themfelues ; The Church meaneth nothing 
lefle ; They may flatter themſclues with a vaine hope , to 
chme vptothe Pinnacle ofthe Temple; Bur let the remem- 
brance of the end of 5wou Aſagus quell their preſump- 
tion | 

Thankes be vnto Cod , the Religious lawes of this land 
hath ſoproutded for them ; let them therefore beware, leaſt 

ayming atthe one vnaduifedly, they be caught vp by the o- 
ther deſcruedly, yea ineuitably ; for , Quod non capt Chri» 
fius, rapit fiſcms, 

I aduife them to be content with their entertamment at 
Rome, inthe Temple of Dea (/oacina , whither (being dif- 
pelledby our Church) ea»q1nam fares et ftercrra, they haue 
berakenthemſclues, euen to them v/tmuum refugine; A fit 
Cape, for ſuch yncleane Brodes, 

You expe&t a Reward for your pride , (for your pride 1 
fay) which begat myonu Apr/tacie; fot had you beene wile 
wnto Sobviety ; and thought that of your ſclues which was 
meete , as your Brethren did ; you had neuer forſaken vs ; 
you know what that Truth.Cwhom you haue forfaken)ſaih; 


That Hts S:i-ir ſhall re, Super hunnlem er quietims, et tre- Efay 66, 


wrenrews Sermoner cine; Enen vpon limthar is poore in Spi- 
ri; and ofa contrige heart, and that trembleth at hiswords ; 
.Sorhar the'Spitir of verity dwelleth in the humble mind; bur 

| hee 
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The Sine of Blaſphentie_ 
hee forſaketh the Truth (of neceſſity) rhar deſpiferh hire 
mility. 

What wilt thou thenſay , that this ſeverity is iniury ? re- 
member alſo what thou haſt done againſt Chrift ; and thou 
ſhalr finde thy puniſhment farre more light thenthry offence; 
Let $', (prin expoſtulate the matter withthee, 

Bred mam poteſt efſe deliftum , ant que macula defor- 
mior, qu.im aduerſ1s Criſt ftetiffſe 2 

What greater offence can there be, or what fouler crime, 
thea to take armes againſt Chriſt? then to ruinatc his Church, 
which hee hath purchaſed and built with his owne blood? 
then to forget the peace, and loue of the Goſpel,and ro make 
watre with furious hottility, againſt the quier, louing, and 
peacefull people of God? In whichreſpe&t the Canonitt faid 
weil ; Non debewns dimitiere in vitum opprobrivm iflins.qui 
probra noſftra delexit; We mult nor leaue his diſgrace vnpu- 
niſhed, who blotted out our ſhame. 

Remember what thou haſt done againſt his Church, which 
he fo tendereth, that hee reputeth that injurie which is done 
ynto it,as committed againſt himſelfe. | 

It is crawen publicum;a publike offence againſt all,for that 
which is committed againſt the Truth of the Golpell of 
Chrilt, in ommnium fertur ininriam, is an offence againſt all 
Chriſt his Members 

Remember (I ſay) what thou haſt done againſt Chriſt his 
people, who being {candalized by thy departure, haue;gone 
our after thee, being ſeduced by thee ,. and being preuentet 
by death , haue happily dycd out of the Church , - without 
the communication and peace of the ſame ; whoſe Soules 
{hall be required in the day of Indgement at thy hands, who 
balt bcene Author and cauſe of their deſtruction, 

* In conſideration of which przmiſſes, 1 may. inferre this 
concluſion, with eAsguftine mthe like caſe; 

Ln: propter, Iniquum putare noli, ſi perpetno reyciaris; 
Whertore do not think thy ſelf vniuſily oppreſſed; if thou be 
xeieRed tor cucr, from the execution of that ſacred fun&ion. 
Bur 


bl 
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ages wo eedgemonres gb. per be, evi 
Piety to cheriſh thee ; wouldeſt thou not like the yngrate- 
fall Serpent, power forth thy poyſon into her bowels to her 
deſtruction ? 


eden mthis caſe; for it m_ cauſleffe, I 
may we the ſaying of the Father, in he ſame 
cafe, ofhis tine; Quotide pho..20n & rebus probamnuc, Jeroi. in pris- 
guod ideo Heretic fidei ſimwlent veritatem on wr ſrmplices Ro _ N. bn 
quoſy _ t, & non ihſi connertaniar ad (ed fideles rem. © 
a wo H—_— AY. 4 

Wee ,and proue it true by experience, that Hg- 
retickes difſemble det retaims to mc os Faith, but 
that they may deceiue the ſimple credulous people ; they 
ceme not astruc Conuerts themſelues, but onely to drawe 
the faithſull eq Infidelity ; And there is no manfo filly, bur 
will confeſſe with Bermerd, That a counterfeit doſe Here- 
ticke, isfarre more peſtilent, then a profeſſed Hereticke. 

Mine owne obſeruation in ſundry of this ſort, makerh me 
bolde to that rule of the Law in this caſe; Semel malns, 
ſemper preſmmitar eſſe mains ; hee that hath once played the 
traytor with{briff and his Church, will neuer bee true, 

I haue often grieued,to ſee the clemency of the Church a- 
buſed . war and now I can containe my feltein ſftlence no 
longer, but that T muſt cry out with Cyprian ; 

Ilind mirandum eſt imo indignandum potins & dolendury, Lib.x. Ejilt. 6. 
Chriftianes Ant ichriftis aſſifere. It is a Rronge, yea ahate- 
full rather and lamentable caſe, that Chriſtians ſhould-afſi(t 
Antechriſt, and that thoſe who decline fromthe Faith , and 

traytors to the Church, ſhould in. the Church, «ſtand vp 
againſt the Church. 

For the prguention of which miſchiefe, which might enſue 
yponſuch Diabglicall treachery; the. rule of F*.Bafill, was ,, ,.:. 
in auntient times practiſed in the Church ypon ſuch perſons ,j Epiſt.7%. 
23s followeth : . | 

AtFarwuoar Eurar ty ypegey Tir tra yoay. ic. 
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53 The Sine of Blaſphemics 
and that they abhorre Hexeticks, and that they are truc!y fc- 
perated from them The like courſe alſo was vicd, and cone 
tinucd im ſucceeding Ages as is apparait inthe Decrees cole 
leRed by Gratian. 

- Let Cypriam determine this point ; 

Wee Decree ({aith hee) by conſent, and common Author i. 
ty, that if any Prief or Deacon, who before receined Sacred 
Orders in the Catholucke Church, and after ſtand out as 
Traytors aud Rebels agamſe the Church, or receine prophane 
Ordination among Hcretichs, from falſe Biſhops and Ante« 
chriſts, contrary 191be Order ſet downe by Chrift ; and there 
offer wp falſe and: Jacrilegions Saerifices ; If they retwrne 
beme againe, let them bee receixed on this Conduion,\/t come 
municent Laici, to l1#e inthe: Church as Laymen ; axdict 
them thinks themſclues loningly dealt withali;, that they are 
admitted 1 the peace of the Church, who before were emermmes 
of Peace; nor ought hey at their returne, retaive thoſe tn. 
fegnes of Pricft hood and bonour among vs , with which they 
hauc rebelled againff vs. 

But ifthe Religion and DoCtrineaf the Romaniſts be Baſe 
phemy; the Sinae of thoſe who embrace the tame ſcemeth 
to bee little lefle then hauing before profeſſed the Truth ; 
and becne {ccured thereof, is Blaſ| agamſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, nor ban they excuſe it, by ſaying they belecue in the 
Creed and profeſile Chrilt, thew calc you ſhallſce reſembled 
n an authenticall Hiltory. 

Aauia/Queene of the Saraze»7, inuaded:and deſtroyed 
certaine Townes of Paleſtire and Arabra, in the Territories 
of the Roman Empire, nor would condifcend to Peace, vin» 
lefſe that Moſes a Sarazn ( who led a Monaſlticall life n 
the Neſert) amangreatly xmowned, for his {ingular Picty, 
conftant Faith, and ſtrange Miracles, were deſigned Biſhop 
other Countrey. Vnto which the Roman Captaines gladly 
aſſeyted, ane gaue charge it ſhould bee done with Peed : 
Ar leng:h he was conueyed to. Al:xendriato receiuc Sacred 


Oraers; vato whem when ucins their Bilhop, an ag” | 
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and cruell perſerutor of the Orthodoxall Chriſtians repay- 
red to conterre them ; Moſes in the preſence of the Gag. 
taines and people, who compelled him thercunto, faid; / 
thinke my ſelfe vrworthy of the Order of Prieſthood , yet if it 
' bee thought (ondncible to the Common-wealth ; Tu Luci, 
manus mibi nwnquam impones, Thou O Lnucixs ſhaltneyer 
impoſe thy h on mee, which are full of the ſhaughter 
and blood of the Saintes ; Lucmuy ſaid, hee ought notto 
charge him with ſuch ſhamefull deedes, butrather learne 
the principles of Religion of him;'or as Ruffians writeth, firſt 
Heave his Parth, and then (enſmre him accardingh, 

Aﬀoſer ntwered, wee (tand not now on the Articles of 
Religion; bur your praftifes againſt your Brethren, Plane 
connmennt , fr vera Chriſtiane fidei dogma'a non habere ; 
Doe certifie that thou arr deſtitute of the true Faith; for that 
ftriketh not Chriſtians, doth' not flay them, fighteth not a= 
gainſt them, forthe ſeruantof the Lord ought nor to fighr. 
| Burthydeeds, which thou haſt done againſt them, whom 
thou haftbaniſhed;caft ynto wilde Beafts,to bee deuoured, 
whomthowhaft burned ; As ſo many yoyces cry our againſt 
thee, andthinges ſeerie with our eyes are more certaine, then 
thoſe wee heare with our cares; I aſſure my ſdlfe, that hee 
who beleeueth arighe in Chrsf, would neucr doe ſuch 


 Solfayymoall thoſe ApoPtates, who flye fromthe true 

Religion now profefſed in Emglard and eſe where, to the 
Synagogue of Rowe ; that howſocuer they make an exter- 
nall and generall profeſſion of the Faith of Chr5#; yer ir ma- 
nifefily a by their particular Ayric/es of Religion, 
that they worſhip not Chriſt, but their owne fictions, wher- 
with they highly Blaſpheme him : Foy they are rawensnrg 
Wolnes m Sheeper cloatbing, and the abbomination of Deſo- 
lation ſanding in the Holy place, perſwade menthat 
they beleeue in {brift, and yet they hbour to ſubuertthe 
Faith, with the Ergin-/ of their Sophyſfyy ; they wreſt the 
Scriptures to their pradtiſe , and Inuent new Articles + oy 
I 2 : Faith, 
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60 The Sine of alafpembe_} 
Faith,and proclaime them(ſelues torhaue the Truth in their 
Boſlome; 4 in Imitation of Iudes, they may betay him 
with a kifle, | 
Bur you ſhall know them berter by their fruites ;tfor the 
deedes which they haue done againſt the Samtes, and ſer- 
uants of God, whom they haue baniſhed, Impriſoned, bur- 
ned, hanged, tormented with {trange and vnheard Tortures, 
to make themſclues drunke with the blood of the Sainres, 
and with the blood of the Martyrs of Is 8 v s, (that ſome of 
their owne Writers haue affirmed, that the Pope by reafon 
ofhis cruelty, feemed rather to ſucceed Are: then Peter 
Theſe deedes (I ſay) as ſo many voyces cry out attheBlaſ- 
hemy of them, who fay they are /ewes, and are not; for if 
they were Abrahams ſomes, they would dos the workes of A 
brabam; Therefore they arc the Sywagegne of Sathan, for 


their workcs beare witnes of them. 
Conſider. this all yce, who worſhip the Beaſt and his I- 
mage, and receiue his.marke on your , or on; your 


hand; Come owt of her that yee bee not partakey of ber Sinner, 
leaft yee receine alſo of her Plagnes ; For. the Lord hark ſaid, 
T bat ſuch ſhall Drinks of the W me of bisFrath, yea of the 
pare Wine, which is powred into the Cup of hizwrath, and 
hee fhallbee tormemed in Fire and Brineft one, before the Ho= 
ly Angels, and before the Lambe ; And the ſmoaky of the 
torrent ſhall aſcend: exermore, and they ſpall haws no reſt, 
day nor night, which War ſhip the Beaſt and his Image, Aud 
whoſoeuer receiueth the print ofhis Name... 

Rememember thou Apoſtara , Whoſorner withdraweth 
Nſeſs from CunisT,-Gods Spirit bath nopleaſure ins 

i.” 


O bee not yngratefull to (brift; hee hath giuen him 
{elfe for you ; If any one ſhall maliciouſly.defie Iz 8 v 8, and 
perfiſt therein, hee hath Sinned ag ainft the Holy Ghoſh 

If hee worthily efteeme not of his Pafſion , hee that ſee- 
kethranather meanes of Saluation ; faith, that the Blood 
of Curtsr, the Blood ofthe new Teſtamers, the _ 
WACTC= 
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| Againſt the Holy Ghoſ. 
whereby hec is Sandtified,is polkuted ; Such a one revileth 
the Hoty Ghoſt. 

I fay vnto you, that hee deſcrueth farre greater torments; 
who _—_— the Sonne of God now glorified; ſublimated 
aboue all Dignity. of Superreſtiall eſſences, and placed in 
the Seate of his Fathers Maielty ; then the /ewes;, who tho- 
rough Ignorance Crucified him, while hee was yet mortal; 
wce now know the Truth, therefore ſhall we bee vnexcula- 
ble, if wee deſpiſe fo great Saluarion. 


Ofſuch perſons faith lob; What hope bath the Hipocyite, Cap.17. 


when hee hath heaped vp his Riches , #f.God take away bis 
Sonle ? Will God bears his cry; when grouble commeth vpon 
bimt Will bee ſet his delight upon the Almighty i Will hee call 
vpon God at a/l times? 

As if hee ſhould fay ; The Hypoecrite, whoſe Religion 
conſifteth in the Seruice of Mammon ; ſhall not bee able to 
ſtand in the Judgement, nor will God heare him, when hee 
cryecth in diſtreſs, nor can hee heue confidence in the Lord ; 
becauſc hee is deftitute of Faith, whereby wee haue peace 
with God, for which cauſe alfo, he cannot call ypon him b 
Prayer , and conſequently falleth into deſpaire ; for ſu 
commonly is the end of all Newrers, and Diſſemblers in caſe 
afReligion. 

The which I will exemplifie in one Hiſtory of certaine 
truth , among many which I doe purpoſely omit, viz. of 
Francis Spiera an Italian, who to 1{aue his Life and goods, 
fell rom the Trath of the reformed Religion, which Before 
hee had profeſſed; and therefore was A farre forſaken by 
God, that hee fell into deſperation, blaſpemed God, and (as 
the Story faith) hated him, and in that ſtate , departed out of 
chis life ; to the terror of all ſuch, whoto purchaſe the Riches 
and Dignity of this world, forſake the Truth whereof they 
are afſured, and profeſſc Popery, which is DoEtrine of De- 
uils, to attaine promotion. 

For if this [ralian, was ſo dreadfully puniſhed for that of- 
ferice, whereinto hce fell, through the-infirmity of the _ 
I 3 | Or 


— ——— — — —— 9 — - 


ddd i. i. in. 


62 

for the preſcruation of his life, (which otherwiſe ſhould 
haue periſhed) beſide his Poſſeſſions which were large ; and 
the care of his Wife,and his Childten, who were many ; (all 
which were-ftrong Motiues &o fleſh and blood ) yet God 
would 908: mocke in this caſe. 

How mudrſoarer puniſhment —_— ) will hee in- 
fit ontholc,who,nor by ( 10n,or feare of torments, 
forſake the Truth of the Goſpell, but onely like Demas, to 
enioy the pleaſures of this preſent world ? 

The Hiſtory is recorded by aLearned man, as followeth 
in the next Leafe , which for breuiry I hauc ſomewhat as 
bridged in this Tranſlation oft. 


_—_ \.% 
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THE HISTORIE. FOL- 
LOWING 1S RELATED OVT 


OF THE EPISTLE OF THAT FA- 
MOVS DOCTOR MarTwrvy GriBAtdys, 
Profeſfour of the Lawes, in the Vniuerſitic of 
Padua,ho himſclfe was a Speftator of 


this lamentable accracnt, 
15438. 


LENA Here is in the Terttories of Vexice, neere vn- 
fo: to Padna, a place called Citedella; wherein 


QEP dwelt a Lawyer of good Iudgement ; and 
grex experience , named Francis Spiera, a- 
44 bout fifty yeares of age ; married vnto a ver- 
tuous wife, by whom he had cleuen children, a man famous 
for his wealth and dignity. 

This man, began toembrace the Doctrine of the refor- 
med Church, with incredible zeale; acknowledging /«ſus 
Chr:ft. to be the onely Redeemer of nailing profeſſed 
publikely with great conſtancie, that righteouſneſle and Sal- 
uation was purchaſed by him alone , and that all mans 
workes, and Merites , (were inthat reſpe&t) vaine'and vn- 
profitable, 

For wl.ich caufe he was accuſed to the Popes Legare at 
Venice ; by whom he was cited to make his appearance be- 
fore him, and menaced with death , .and the confiſcation of 
his ſubſtance (which was gre:t) wherewith he was foterri- 

fied ; that ke renounced that truth , which he had peed, 
a 
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and abiured it alſo; promiſing moreouer, that has would 
make publike Recaation thereof, afſoone as hee returned 
home ; and ſo was diſmiſſed by the Legate. 

In his iourney homeward , hee was ouerwhelmed with a 
gricuous perturbation of minde, whither he ſhould embrace 
the Truth againe, or perſiſt in his deniall ; yea, he often con- 
feſſcd, that in his journey, he felt the Holy Ghoſt yrge him, 
to profeſſe the truth conſtantly ; But the fleſh, riches, and 
vaine-pompe of this world oucrſwayed kim. 

The day before he was to make his Recantation,a Popiſh 
Prieſt, brought the forme thercof ynto him ; wherein hee 
ſhould puBlcklys in the openaudience of the people , .rc- 
nounce and condemne the Doctrine of the Proteſtants, 

That whole 7 wretched man ſpent without {leepe ; 
The morming following being Sunday , after Maſle , inthe 
preſence ofthis friends, of the Magiſtrates of the Towne, and 
m the aſſembly of the people , who were innumber about 
2000. He publikely renounced that truth, which he had be- 
fore openly taught, and was fined 30. Duckets, whichhee 
py downe. 

But ſuddainly after , hee felt the dreadfull Tudgement of 
God in his heart ; hee was depriuecd of all the Guifts of the 
Holy Gheſt, Chriſt departed he him; His heart was en- 

fAlamed with meere hatred , enuic , andBlaſphemy againſt 

_ The Diuell, Death , and eternall deſpaire #7 on 

Mm. 

. After hee had beene thus tormented by the ſpace of ſixe 
Moneths; heremoued with his Wife and Children to Pa- 
dua, where his miſery encreaſed; He kept his bed being nor 
ficke; his reaſon and vnderſtanding alike as befort his fall, 

. he conſumed in his whole body , and all his Members (be- 

fide his tongue) languiſhed. He would admit no foode, but 

what was enforced ; he kindly admitted all thoſe, who came 
to vilite him , and conferred very prudently with them ; he 
affirmed, that he was damned by the iuſt iudgement of God; 

That hae was already in Hell, and was tormented with per- 

| * petuall 


& 4 
— 7 Ds 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 653 
paines; that hee had finned againſt the Holy Ghoſt 

that his ſmnne could never be forgiuen; hee ſaid that Chrif 
his Merits,and Gods mercy,was for cuer ſhut vp from him, 
and that this dreadtull end was brought yponhim, by the 
— iudgement of GOD , a bee an Example to all the 

ec. 
 Arlengthdiuers learned, and graue Diuines repaired vn- 
to him, propounding all meanes of Conſolation, eſpecially 
the greatneſieof Gods Mercy. . 

And though (faid he) I beleeue all thatyou haue rehear= 
ſed, yet but as the Diuels, who belecue and tremble ; Hee 
faid , his Smnne was vnpardonable , that God ſecluded his 

from him , that all faith was taken from-him, that 
though he vttered the Lords prayer after them, yethis hearr 
was tull of hatzed, malediCtion, and blaſphemy againſt God ; 
for he knew how*execrable he was with God, and that hee 
had taken away all his graces from him. | 
- Thenext day, they Gund his and de- 
manding how long his Conſcience had beene ſo tortured; he 
readily anſwered; That, gnawing worme , and ynquench- 
able fire, wasſernby GOD into his heart , ſince that day 
whereon he recanted the truth of the Goſpell, which before 
he profeſſed ; -So that now, his condition, was farre worſe 
then Cayns or Indas, and that he had rather die and be dam- 
ned, thento betormentedjn this life, with ſuch anguiſhes ; 
adding farther ,-that he was already haunted with Jreadfall 
apparitions, and helliſh viſions . oF 

Renewing their Conſolations , intreated him to call 
vponGod inthe Lords Prayer ; which he performed with 
{uch aboundance of teares, with ſuch ,and fo great des 
uotion of minde , that hee mooued the whole pteſence to 
weepe; vpon which fight, DeQor Gribeldustold him, that 
his teares argued, no-tatall deſertion by God. 

He anſwered, that he had not that faith, and truſt n God, 
which they ſuppoſed ; for ſuch was thegift of God, whereof 
he was dettitute; FI -4 
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66 The Sinne of Blaſptmic_s 
Oh (faid de) thar G OD would vouchſafe mee this one 
fr, that T mighrfeele m my heart, burthe leaſthope ofhis 
mercy, which isas vnpoſſible , as to-vnlade all the water in 
the Ocean, with a Spoone. 

This I certainly know, that neter-mortall creature on the 
earth , felt the wrath of God , more manifeſtly then I doe ; 
Qtrthat T might ſupply the roome- of ſome-other damned 
creature whatſocuer.. 

So that all their comforts were vaine ; They enforced 
Broathes into his mouth, to preſerue his life, his onely deſire 
wasto die,andto-be caried mto Hell; 

Threedayes after ; when among other learned men, 4»- 
tomins Font anine, the Proeſtof Citadell,(whobare him com- 

any to Venice , when hee went vp to make his _— 
the Popes Legate) cameto viſe him,and asked him; 
whether hee knew him; preſently-vpon the remembrance 
thereof, with redoubled {1ghes, and , hecryed out x 
Oh execrableday; oh curied day; 1 wiſh Thad never ſecne 
Venice, or that I had dyed,when Ifiſt intended my journey 
thither, [ 2 05132 8(D421 
+ Thenthey commended: the Merites of Chtift yuto-him 3 
Heſaid, heneuer truly acknowledged the benefits of Chriit; 
but abuſed them, and truſted toomuchtohis camall fait!r; 
(and turning to the Students) he faid;'> - TIP 
h my Sonnes; Tavilnot detract from theGoſpell; I ac 
knowledgeittobe the Truth ; but take hecede, yeo afcribe 
not too much ynto faith, and megle& works beſceming faith< 
full Chriſtiansz Faith requireth-this of vs, | that wee benot 
Chriſtians in-ward-onely. Giue crediv ymo me, as vnto him; 
# Vponthis,he commended theEpilile of F, Perer, wherein 
he Mronierh the Faithfidl;ro Ptty,(b-fity and/Sarthier; 
ypon which occaſton,they who were prefent,diputed com 
fortably our of Gods word, and he lifined as attemively. 

He was demanded, whitheuhe reegiued any comfort, by 
that godly conference; he anſwered, that he-was danmed 10 
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mg death , neither was there ofRedemp- 
tion left for him; Oh (faid hee) ay wy ie the leaſt 
hope and truſt , in the mercy of God, and it would not be 
gricuous vnto me, to be tormented in the pic of Hell many 
Millions of yeares, ſothatl might haue any hope of deliue- 
Fa!ice. 

Whereupon, Door Gribaldurfaid; Oh Francis, I am 
not deſperate of thy deliucrance ; Happily it pleaſeth God, 
to make- thee feelc his wrath in this life, and in the life to 
come to ſhew thee his mercy. 

: | Hee anſwered, I doecertainly know that I am a Repro- 
ate, 
- "Gribaldus 25ked him, whither he would kill himſelfe, if a 
knife were deliuercd ynto him, ſeeing he defired fo cameſily 
todic; be ſaid ; lend me one, and'you ſhall ſee what I will 
doe; Notſo (faid Gr:ba/dns) but deelare thy minde wholy 
ynto vs; He anſwered , I know not the reaſon of my will or 
minde. Yergerizethe Biſhop ſpem muchlabour in vaine to 
comfort him , and could hardly draw him to call-ypon God 
in the Lords prayer; wherein though at length he afſcnred 
ito him, yetir wasnot done, with the like carneſt zealc as 
before; but he confeſſed that his minde was ſo alienated from 
God,that he could not call kim Father. 
Hee entreated 2ll that were preſent, that they would no 
ſpend their labour in yaine,, in comforting him; for 
thatall hope of obeayning Faith and-Metcy at Gods hands, 
was cutoff ; So that it-was more likely , that a Graine of 
Muſtardſced ſhould fill ypthe whole world, then that God 
ſhould giue him Faith and Grace. | 

As hee was carried into a Horſelitter to betranſported to 
Citadel! , caſting about hiz eyes in a furious manner , by 
Chance he eſpied knife, whereon he laid hold,and had ſlaine 
Himſclfe therewith; had not ewoof his-Sornes who were 
abouthim, wrelted ir ce out of his hands. 

Soone after, he died at Cirad:Nainm +) 21! | 

Fhs is. the-fearcfull Hiſtory of Francis Spiere , which1 
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«3 The Siniz*#f Blaſphemie_ 
to the ronfiderationofall ſuch, whothinke it a ſinall. 
marrer /to tally with Religion.” 

I doe not fay that hee was damned, neither doe 1 ſay that 
he was aued; howſocuer ; hee ſtanderh or bath fallen to bis 
owns after ; 1 will not preſume , to iudge another mans 
ſeruant ; But I will take heede to my ſelfe, and aduiſe all my 
brethren tothe fame , leaft that while wee thinke that wee 
{tand, we ſhould fall; Let vs ner be bigh minded, but feare; 
Ifhe periſhed through vnbcliefe , was hee broken off ? Ts 
autem fide ſta; Stand thou faſtbyfaith; if thou doelt ſtand 
faſt, itis Gods mercy,not thy merit; for :hor beareſt net rhe 
roote, but the roote thee, 

Laſtly I will conclude, with a conſolation to all ſuch ten- 
der ov fedeom who are rapt into defpaire, by giuing ouer- 
much eare, to the Soule ſlaughtering Doctrine of the auſtere 
Nouatians, and furious brainficke Anabaptifts of our time. 

Who would perſwade that Repentance is not auaileable 
to thole , who tall into any notorious Sinne afcer Baprilme, 
and hearty conuerfion ynto G 0D? as ifhee would by no 
meanespardonthe Repentam Soule ; vehen as the Scriptures 
confirrcin Doctrine,and examples ;thecomrary : | 

As is mgnifeſt in David, notwithſtanding his Adulterie 
and Murther, in Mathew and Zachews, though Vurers and 
Extortionets; In'S*.Pazxl,thouph heperſecured the Chutch; 
In S*, Perey, though he Jenied (hrift,, vwenh Imprecations 
and Oathes; and aboute all uv Afaveſſes,thougirhe tell away 
from God , and followed alttheabommarions of the Hea- 
then, and vſed Witchcraft and Charming, ant Sorcerie; and 
familiar Spirits, and Southfayers 3 Yer whenhee humbled 
hiraſelfe, and'prayed wito the Lord 5 The-Lond-wwas entrea- 
red by-hirand heard hisprayer,and forgaue him bis fine, 

Heare the. Lord himſelfe; Ar 1 Time (ſaith bee) 1 deſire 
_ tbe death of ths wicked , but that tne rurne from bis way, 
and line, : 


Ifthy Sinne be Greets hisMetcie md Goodrifſe is Gres- 


ter; It thy Sinncvbe-Aſany'; accoriing to —— of 
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Againſt the Holy Ghoſt « 69 
bis mercies, he will doe away thine offences, 

Were thy Sin more weighty the the heaus, the the earth, 
then the Sea, hee who created theſe,can peize thy Sinne,and Romy. 
where Sin hath abounded,cauſe grace nruch moore to abound, 

Though thou fall backe neuer ſo often, through infirmity; 
yet he is Almighty,and both can,& will raiſc thee vp againe, 
if thou putthy truſt in him; For who ſo putterb h1eerujt m the Pſal 
Lord, mercy embraceth him on exery ſide. >" 

Excellently ſpake Chry/eſtome , againlt the Nowatians; .4:ud Chyty. 
XIMAK5s PETEIN Tas Str S, | $4 4/2. 

Though thou fall backe neuer ſo often,through Infirmity, 4:75 
yct ypon hearty Repentance, thou ſhalt be recerued; and no 
lc(le comfortably S*. eAugy/tme ; Toties apparer opus Nei 71,4. 
miſerentis ,quoties fit confeſſio panitemis ; God doth as often 
take compathon, as the penitent. Sinner maketh his conteſſ1- 
oli; Magnitudmem morbi vides, Medici potentiana non vis oc 
des ; Ifthou art terrified by the greatneſle of thy Sinne , yet 7/41.g5, 
be comforted by the power of the Phyfitian. 

When thou art in greatelt deſpaire,Grare ſuperneriet que DP! 50, 
ron ſperabitzr hora , God will come vnto thee ian houre, 
whenthowlookeſt not for him, tice will bring thee from the 
dcepe of the Sea. | 

Hee calleth as well in the lat houre as in the firſt; I will 
iudge no mon, I will deſpaire of noman , I will pray for all 
men; while Gods patience in this life leadeth them to rc- 
pentance, 

A man {faith Angu/*ine ) may be a Pagan today, an vn- 
belecuing /ew today, an Her-richeto day ; a Schiſmatichs 
today; Quid fi cfas amepleflatur Catholicam fidem? fo, , 
What ifthe next day, hee det'rembrace the Catholick fanh, ;,,,, 4-408 
and follow the Catholicke truth ? What if fo be thoſe whom #:/i. 43. 

thou doeft fee , tainted with any kinde of Error, and doctt 
condemne them as molt deſperate fellowes,, ſhould repent 
before they end this life, and finde truereſt', and lite in the 
world to come ? 

Iudge no man before the time therefore. . 
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FO - SYrane of Blaſphemtc_ 
I know not why any man ſhould deſpaire , ſceing God#s 
Joning, true, end powerfull; butthat we may be dent in 
him (with the holy Father) becauſe ofthe '[r#th of bis pro= 
mſe, the lowe of (1s Adoption , and the Ability of bro perfor- 
Tance; | 

Pater eligit , filins diligit , Spiritns Santt 15 coninngit e1 
vnit ; The Father hath cholenvs , the Sonne loueth vs, the 
Holy Gbeſt ioyneth and knitteth ys ynto God ; who then 


{Hall be ableto ſeparate vs fiom the loue of Chriſt ? / aw 


perſwaded, that neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor prini= 
cipalities , nor powers, nor things preſent , nor things to come, 
mor height ,nor depth, nor any orber creature ſhall be able to ſ*= 
_ > from the lone of G od, which is m Chriſt leſns one 
Lora. 

I conclude the wholc, with the words of our Sauiour. 

All founes ſball be forgiven vnts the children of men, and 
m—_ wherewith they blaſpheme; | But be that blaſphe- 
meth againſt the Holy Gboſt, ſhall nener hae forginencfſe, but 
is cnlpable of eternall dsmnation from the which Sinne, 'Ged 

keepe vs in eſws Chy:ft, our onely Loy {and Sexiony; 

To whom with the Farber, and the Holy Ghoſh, 
e aſcribed praiſe, and glory, and wiſe- 
dome,and thankes, and honor,.and 
power, and might, for cucr- 
motrc.. Amen, 


FINIS. 


x6030T 


rn: 1 
BARREN 
IKEBD 


A 


Sermon preached at Paul; Croſle 
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